
DEATH 


How Labour took 
city in style 

Incredible tale of toppling 100 
years of Tory dominance 


EVENTS 


JUSTICE 


fecurtTcentre in 


Inside,we take a look at someotthe 
best for you to enjoy thisis«^Bier % 


m &*’ 1 ' f 

Survivor of IRA bomb attack 


FREE 


www.kentnews.co.uk Tune 18, 2017 


Mu edi on No 76S 


ELECTION 



















TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 


The electronic rollei^door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Electric Operated Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you extra 
width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality garage door, 
for lower than UK High Street DIV retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.maidstone-garage-doors.co.uk 
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We are so often blind to 
the problems before us 


IT can be easy to assume that here in 
Kent we can observe the tragedy which 
occured in Kensington this week with 
some detachment, safe in the knowl¬ 
edge that it couldn’t happen here. 

Indeed it is little wonder so many 
observers commented on how could 
this sort of event ever possibly be 
allowed to happen in the modern 
day? We consider ourselves so 
sophisticated and safety conscious 
that sometimes we don’t see the peril 
which is staring us in the face. 

Too often we take a ‘well it’s not 
happened yet’ approach and hope as 
a consequence it never will. 

But if that tower block 
ablaze was in a developing 
country, we would simply tut 
and consider ourselves 
above that sort of event. And 
certainly not something that 
could happen in the plushest 
part of our capital. 

I remember sitting and 
watching ferries 
leave Folkestone 
many, many years 
ago and often 



thinking it was strange they should 
leave with their bow doors still open 

- only closing them as they headed 
away from the harbour arm. My 
youthful assumption was simply ‘well 
that’s what they did’. By the time of 
the 1987 Zeebrugge ferry disaster 

- and the probe into what happened 
revealed that was a contributory 
factor - the talk then was of ‘how 
could we ever do something so 
potentially risky? ’. It happens every 
day. We just don’t see it, it seems, until 
something awful occurs. 

Quite how there were not more 
issues like Hillsborough when you 
think back to life on the football 
terraces is a mystery too. 

A life without risk is not 
possible. A life where 
ensuring doors are shut, 
people are not crushed or fire 
cannot spread in a block of 
flats ought to be. 

We assume a level of 
competency. When, 
of course, those in 
charge must 
demand it. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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MlbitsN ALLB1TS 


Bathroom / HUGE Discounts at East Kent's 
sli'.S'TS y Largest Bathroom Showroom 

01797 363623 

www.a 11 bits.co.uk 



Salamander Twin 
Shower Pumps 
1.5 bar £99 
2.0 bar £109 



Aqualisa 
Aquarian 
Shower & Kit 


Aqualisa 
609 Showers 

€ l 

Jss®*' 

' |l 



r 
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Inta CoolFlo 
Safetouch 
Thermostatic 
Bar Shower 

with 

Flexible Slider 
Rail Kit 

RRPOTO 

NOW £99 



Fully Assembled 
Easy Clean 
Gloss White Finish 
Metal Drawer Liners 
Soft Close Doors 
Soft Close Seat 
Free Delivery 

Now Only £599 




BMWWrGvfeta 

900x450 -£139.99 
1050 x 400 -£139.99 
1050 x450-£149.99 

£ 

27” Immersion. £16.99 


Aqualisa Quartz 


Lr Shower & Kit 



AquaJiea Quartz Digital 

E x posed Shower & Kit 

r 

X 

HtuuUrd Fixmpad 

mn Jl e cry + j n?n Ji 7 ITU tl 

1 * , 
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V NOW £590 NOW £649 

FREE Digital W< re l#s a ^ 

Remote Control Switch worth £139! L/j 





Aquadart Venturi 6 Shower Offer 


m 
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FREE Uwrmosiaiic 
shower vitva 


6mm Toughened safety glass 
Available in 2 size? - BOG or 9Q0mm 
1900mm high {excluding tray] 

Polished silver finish, clear glass 

Clean A Clear 1 * glass protection system 

Lifetime Guarantee 

Complete with stone resin tray 

Slimline height of 45mm 

50mm Chrome turbo shower waste 


Call us NOW on 01797 363623 for more Trade Counter ^|| p r j ces | nc j uc | e va' 
SPEC IAL OFFERS or visit our showroom Free Delivery 

ALLBITS PLUMBING SUPPLIES - Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road 
Mountfield industrial Estate, New Romney, Kent, TN288LH 



Opening Timas 
Mon - Fri T.30 - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00pm 
Sunday Closed 
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Prince’s sorrow as much 
loved countess dies at 93 

By Laura Elston 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE Prince of Wales has paid 
tribute to his “very special god¬ 
mother” Countess Mountbatten of 
Burma, who died at her home in 
Kent this week at the age of 93. 

Charles said the countess played 
an “extremely important” part in 
his life and he would “miss her 
presence most dreadfully”. 

Born Patricia Mountbatten, the 
countess was the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh’s first cousin and was the 
daughter of Charles’s beloved 
great-uncle Earl Mountbatten. 

She died peacefully at her home 
in Mersham, near Ashford, on Tues¬ 
day, surrounded by her children. 

The Queen and other members of 
the royals made frequent, unpubli¬ 
cised visits to her home. 

The Prince said in a statement: “I 
was deeply saddened to learn of the 
death of my very special godmoth¬ 
er, Lady Mountbatten, whom I 
have known and loved ever since I 
can first remember. 

“She played an extremely 
important part in my life and I 
shall miss her presence most 
dreadfully.” 



TRIBUTE : Countess Mountbatten passed away at her home in Mersham on Tuesday 


A Buckingham Palace spokes¬ 
woman said: “The Queen and the 
Duke are aware and have privately 
passed on their condolences.” 

The countess’s father Lord 
Mountbatten, her 14-year-old son 
Nicholas Knatchbull and her 
mother-in-law the Dowager Lady 
Brabourne were all murdered by 
the IRA in 1979 when their boat 
was blown up off the coast of Sligo. 

The countess, then known as 
Lady Brabourne, suffered serious 


injuries, but survived the blast, as 
did her husband Lord Brabourne 
and Nicholas’s twin brother 
Timothy. A local boat boy, Paul 
Maxwell, 15, also died. 

A statement issued on behalf of 
the Knatchbull and Mountbatten 
families said: “It is with great 
sadness that we announce the 
death of the Countess Mountbatten 
of Burma. 

“Her husband, the celebrated 
film producer Lord Brabourne, died 


in 2005. 

“The arrangements for a funeral 
in London followed by a burial 
service in Mersham will be 
announced in due course.” 

Her husband Lord Brabourne 
was the producer of films such as A 
Passage To India and Death On The 
Nile, and they had six surviving 
children. The then Princess 
Elizabeth, her third cousin, was 
one of her bridesmaids at her 
wedding in 1946. 


Force branded 'inadequate' 
following damning report 


Hero PC killed during 
Westminster terror bid 
receives bravery award 


FORMER Bromley PC Keith Palmer, 
who died in the Westminster terror 
attack, has been awarded a posthu¬ 
mous George Medal for bravery in 
the Queen’s civilian gallantry list. 

The list, published on Friday, 
commends the officer’s heroic 
actions in protecting members of the 
public and parliament from an 
armed terrorist in March. 

He died after being stabbed by 
Khalid Masood, who was born in 
Dartford and grew up in Tunbridge 
Wells. Masood had just moments 
earlier driven into crowds walking 
along Westminster Bridge. 

PC Palmer was 48-years-old and 
married with a five-year-old 
daughter. 

Metropolitan Police commissioner 
Cressida Dick, said: “Keith acted that 
day with no thought for his own 
safety, intent simply on doing his job 
and protecting members of the public 
and parliament. He paid the ultimate 
price for his selfless actions. We 
continue to grieve the loss of a 


much-loved and respected colleague 
and friend while supporting his 
family through this truly difficult 
time. 

“I know that I speak on behalf of 
all of my officers and staff when I say 
how immensely proud we all are that 
PC Palmer is to receive posthumous¬ 
ly the George Medal for bravery. 

“It is an honour that could not be 
more deserved and I know it will 
mean a great deal to all those who 
knew and loved him.” 

PC Palmer served in Bromley 
between 2002 and 2009 and had 
served on the parliamentary and 
diplomatic protection group since 
April 2016. 

The gallantry list citation adds: 

“PC Palmer’s bravery and profession¬ 
alism unquestionably saved lives. PC 
Palmer did his duty. 

“He stood his ground and placed 
himself between parliament and a 
terrorist determined to harm those 
within. In doing so he made the 
ultimate sacrifice.” 


FAILURE to report thousands of 
offences has seen Kent Police 
branded 1 ‘inadequate’ ’ in a 
damning report. 

The document, published this 
week by HMIC Criminal Justice 
Inspectorates, states that based on 
findings of its examination of crime 
reports from June 1, and November 
30, ‘ ‘more work needs to be done’ 

The force’s chief constable Alan 


TEMPERATURES are set to rocket 
this weekend as the county 
continues to bathe in hot weather 

Forecasters say it could reach as 
high as 30-degrees C on Sunday 
and that the good weather is set to 
continue into the early part of next 
week. 

A spokesman for the Met Office 
said: ‘ ‘The fine and settled 
conditions will persist during 


Pughsley said: “The report makes 
for disappointing reading, however 
we accept its findings and have 
responded quickly to them to 
make the changes we need to 
improve the accuracy of our crime 
recording. 

‘ ‘All of those crimes that were not 
recorded have been thoroughly 
reviewed and safeguarding has 
been put in place.” 


Sunday and Monday with plenty of 
sunshine. 

‘ ‘Temperatures will continue to 
increase and it will become hot. 

‘ ‘It will remain very warm and 
muggy overnight. However, it is 
likely to become cooler on 
Tuesday.” 

The cooler temperatures are 
likely to be joined by more 
overcast, cloudy conditions. 


Phew, what a scorcher! Get 
set for weekend of sunshine 
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Warning lives at risk after rise in ambulance raids 


COLD hearted crooks are targeting ambulances and 
ambulance stations in a string of raids which are 
putting “lives at risk”, according to health chiefs. 

The South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS 
Foundation Trust (SECAmb) says attacks have been 
made on emergency vehicles in Herne Bay Sheppey, 
where vital equipment, including a defibrillator was 


stolen. 

It follows raids on ambulance stations in Ashford and 
Thanet in recent weeks. 

SECAmb’s Chris Stamp said: “Those responsible 
need to know the seriousness of their actions which 
undoubtedly have put lives at risk.” 

It is appealing for help in finding those responsible. 


Work on controversial 
garden town plans could 
start in just three years 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


WORK on a controversial garden 
town designed to deliver up to 
12,000 homes in east Kent could be¬ 
gin as early as 2020, bosses claim. 

The government gave the pro¬ 
posed development in Otterpool 
Park, near Folkestone, the green 
light last November despite strong 
opposition from local campaigners. 

A series of protest marches and 
other demonstration events have 
taken place over concerns it would 
destroy the Shepway countryside, 
though chiefs behind the project 
have attempted to allay fears by in¬ 
sisting “it won’t be swathes of con¬ 
crete”. 

This week, fresh details of the 
plans were announced as drop-in 
consultation events took place 
across the district. 

Key features proposed for the gar¬ 
den town include a high street, 
where there would be shops and 
amenities as well as homes, while 



PLANS: Otterpool garden town 

green space could be utilised for al¬ 
lotments, food growing areas and 
sports pitches. 

Currently, two secondary schools 
and seven primary schools are pro¬ 
posed, while there is a heavy empha¬ 


sis on business, with large invest¬ 
ment in broadband infrastructure 
proposed, as well as an innovation 
fund to encourage companies to re¬ 
locate to the area. 

Furthermore, conversations are 
ongoing with Network Rail about 
upgrading the nearest train station, 
Westenhanger, as well attempts to 
extend the high speed line from cen¬ 
tral London - a proposal backed by 
Kent County Council. 

Health care is also at the top of the 
agenda for project managers, with 
the aim of introducing a GP practice, 
primary and secondary care and so¬ 
cial care services. 

In an “ambitious” timeline, the 
next six months will be spent re¬ 
sponding to issues and suggestions 
while continuing to develop plans, 
before preparing and submitting a 
formal planning application to the 
local authority in the spring next 
year, following a consultation. 

By late 2019, chiefs expect an ini¬ 
tial decision in principle by Shepway 
District Council, which would then 
mean work could begin in 2020. 


ICONIC: Banksy’s EU commentary 

MP launches 
bid to keep 
Banksy work 

A CAMPAIGN to protect a piece by 
coveted street artist Banksy, which 
appeared in Dover last month, has been 
launched by the port town’s MP. 

Charlie Elphicke wants to drum up 
support to keep the “iconic artwork”, 
which depicts a workman on a ladder 
chipping away at one of the 12 stars on 
the European Union flag, in Dover. 

It is currently located on the side of 
the former Castle Amusements building, 
which is set to be demolished, and 
property owners the Godden family, 
which also owned the building upon 
which he daubed his previous Kent 
work - Art Buff in Folkestone - said the 
piece is likely to be removed and sold, 
and that they were looking at options 
with a London art gallery. 

It comes after Dover District Council 
chiefs met this week to discuss the 
future of the piece, having been urged 
by a scrutiny committee to explore 
available options to protect it “as a 
matter of urgency”. 

Whilst noting that it was a matter for 
the land owner, the cabinet said it would 
welcome keeping the mural in Dover, 
although not necessarily on the same 
site, as long as it did not impede the 
town centre, Bench Street, Western 
Docks master plan development. 

Some collectors say it is too big to sell. 


Parties unite to urge 
PM for voting change 

CANDIDATES from across five parties in Kent 
have joined forces to send a letter to Theresa May 
and Jeremy Corbyn calling for urgent changes to 
the electoral system. 

In the pledge from some 27 candidates who 
stood across the county in this month’s general 
election, including those from the Green Party 
Labour, Liberal Democrats, Ukip and Christian 
Peoples Alliance, the argument is made that of the 
1.3 million voters in Kent, only 500,000 voted for 
an MP who now represents them - leaving some 
800,000 without an MP who represents their 
views. 

The Green’s Stuart Jeffery, who organised the 
letter said: “We urgently need to reform our 
electoral system, the current one may have 
worked in Victorian times but life has moved on 
and most first world countries have moved with it. 

“The current system means that number of 
votes that each party needs to gain a seat is 
completely disproportional.” 


Bank puts £200m for 
SMEs up for grabs 

SMALL firms in Kent are set to benefit from a £200m 
lending fund launched by a bank on Friday. 

The cash from HSBC is part of a wider £ lObn fund 
for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
across the UK, as part of a broader commitment to 
helping British businesses realise their ambitions for 
growth. 

A major focus of this year’s fund is to encourage 
small businesses to feel confident about exploring 
opportunities for export. 

Brian Weare, HSBC’s regional director for the south 
east region, said: 1 ‘This fund is all about helping those 
businesses make investments that will enable them to 
achieve their goals while stimulating our local 
economy and creating jobs. We have so many 
ambitious businesses in our region who are keen to 
grow locally, nationally and internationally. 

Amanda Murphy, head of commercial banking at 
HSBC UK, added: ‘ ‘SMEs are the lifeblood of the UK 
economy, and for many there is an opportunity and 
appetite to grow their business through exporting.’ ’ 


Ecologist set to take 
to Glastonbury stage 

AN ecologist from the University of Kent is heading to 
Glastonbury next week, where she will be hosting the 
Sex & Bugs & Rock 'n Roll roadshow. 

Joined by a supergroup of researchers at the 
five-day festival, Dr Zoe Davies from the university’s 
school of anthropology and conservation aims to take 
scientific and environmental matters to the general 
public at popular summer time events. 

Championed by the British Ecological Society 
(BES), this year’s event focuses on the Hidden 
Wonders ofWoodlands. 

Dr Davies will be leading a project within the event 
to ‘create your ideal woodland’ that will also be used 
to produce a survey on the perception of woodlands, 
supported by the Durrell Institute for Conservation 
and Ecology (DICE) at the university. 

There will also be the opportunity to learn about 
the types of bacteria often found living on festival kit, 
including tents. 

Sex & Bugs & Rock 'n Roll will be in the Green 
Futures Field at Glastonbury from June 21-25. 
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Ramsgate anger at Manston 
‘night flight’ freight proposals 



UNCERTAIN: Will Manston Airport ever re-open again? 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


BOSSES at one of the major parties working 
to re-open Manston airport admit contro¬ 
versial night flights may be “unavoidable” 
amid fears their plans will “devastate” near¬ 
by towns. 

A statement by The Ramsgate Society out¬ 
lined objections to RiverOak Strategic Part¬ 
ners’ (RSP) proposals, which have this week 
been put out to public consultation, as it 
works to obtain a compulsory purchase or¬ 
der for the site, owned by bosses behind the 
Stone Hill Park project, through a develop¬ 
ment consent order (DCO). 

The company last month published a report 
pledging some 30,000 jobs over the next two 
decades, though the site owners said figures 
in the document “exposed” RSP claims the 
plans would not require night flights. 

Stone Hill Park aims to deliver 2,500 
homes and leisure facilities and has fre¬ 
quently dismissed the possibility of Manston 
returning to aviation-only use. 

A spokesperson for The Ramsgate Society 
said: “The UK’s only successful cargo-fo¬ 
cused airport, East Midlands, has more than 
half of its cargo flights come in at night - in 
other words, between 11pm and 7am. 

“That is the nature of the air cargo mar¬ 


ket. To persuade cargo airlines to move to 
Manston, RSP will have to offer night flights. 
Whatever your views are about the current 
owner’s plans for a mixed use redevelopment 
of the site, RSP’s plan has to be resisted. 

“It will devastate the town we cherish and 
which the society, the town council and oth¬ 
ers are all seeking to regenerate and con¬ 
serve its rich heritage.” 

In response, RSP director George Yerrall 
said: “From an operational point of view, 
RiverOak considers night flights to be unde¬ 


sirable. Consequently, RiverOak will seek 
to minimise night flights and incentivise 
airlines to fly during the day by levying ad¬ 
ditional charges and requirements on any 
night movements. However, we recognise 
that night flights might be unavoidable in 
certain operating circumstances. 

“Therefore, whilst our proposals work 
on the basis that air freight operations 
would be predominantly during the day¬ 
time, we are assessing the possible impact 
of a small number of night flights.” 


Blood scandal protest 
heads to Whitehall 

VICTIMS from the county of the blood contamina¬ 
tion scandal will gather in London on Wednesday 
to once again protest over the government’s 
handling of their plight. 

Among those gathering in Whitehall will be 
Steve Dymond, 61, from Broadstairs, who 
contracted heptatis C. They will protest outside 
the Department of Health before a petition is 
handed in at Number 10. 


Chatham work gets 
under way this week 

IMPROVEMENT works begin in Chatham town 
centre on Monday as £4 million of government 
funding is used to help regenerate the area. 

Known as the Chatham Placemaking project the 
work is expected to be finally completed in 2018. 

It includes making it easier for pedestrians and 
cyclists to get from the train station to the town centre. 


Star joins Animal Aid 

VEGAN comedia Sara Pascoe has become a 
patron of Tonbridge-based animal rights organi¬ 
sation Animal Aid. 

The star of the likes of The Thick of It, QI and 
Mock the Week, joins the likes of Pretenders’ 
singer Chrissie Hynde actress Carol Royale and 
activist Peter Tatchell in supporting the organisa¬ 
tion. 
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Delicious meals from £2.99. 

Deliuered free from 
Whitstable.ff 




Order by calling our local number, deliuered 
by our local team. 

Wiltshire Farm Foods offers ouer 300 ready meals, each made using 
tasty ingredients that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to Lock 
the goodness in. Special dietary needs Like gluten-free or loin calorie? 
It’s all auailable no-contract, no-commitment and ruith free delluery. 
Just order uuhat you uuant, tuhen you uuant. 



2016 


Call us for your FREE brochure 

01227774 999 

ujiltshirefarmfoods.com 

East 
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Probe of‘racial abuse’ to MP 
as he secured another term 


POLICE are investigating claims 
Rehman Chishti was racially 
abused as he was re-elected MP for 
Gillingham and Rainham. 

Heckles could be heard as the 
Conservative took to the stage for 
his acceptance speech in the early 
hours of last Friday morning, and it 
is alleged he was verbally abused by 
someone at the count. 

The MP secured 27,091 votes - 
almost 10,000 more than his 
closest rival, Labour’s Andy Stamp 
- in last week’s general election, to 
retain the seat he has held since 
2010. 

A police spokesperson said: “Kent 
Police is investigating a report of a 
racially aggravated public order 
offence at around 4.15am on Friday 
June 9 at the Medway Park Leisure 
Centre in Mill Road, Gillingham. 


“Nobody has been arrested at 
this stage and enquiries are 
on-going.” 

Mr Chishti, who took to the stage 
to take a swipe at his political 
opponents in the Labour Party - a 



party he once belonged to and 
campaigned for prior to leaping 
over the political divide to join the 
Tories - in which he said the party 
“do not believe in democratic 
process”. 


Garden city hits back at 
£33 high-speed rail fares 


BOSSES behind the Ebbsfleet 
Garden City project are calling 
for “fare penalties” for those 
travelling on high speed trains 
between the development and 
London to be scrapped, as part 
of its response to consultations 
on the future of Kent rail 
services. 

Ebbsfleet Development 
Corporation has told the 
Department for Transport - which 
is consulting on rail services in 
the county ahead of a new 
franchise to run services coming 
into effect in December 2018 - 
that fares of £33 for a peak time 
return ticket to the capital from 
the garden city are too high. 

Chiefs say this translates to 
an annual season ticket cost of 
£4,508 - comparable to the cost 
of travel from a location such as 
Maidstone, which is 20 miles 


beyond Ebbsfleet. 

EDC says it recognises the 
premium ticket price secures a 
journey into the capital of just 
17 minutes, but claim once the 
cost of a basic annual season 
ticket passes the £5,000 mark, 
it could be a deterrent to many 
commuters on mid-level 
salaries to be able justify using 
the high speed service. 

As part of its submissions, the 
EDC is calling for clear plans for 
increased passenger demand 
from the local international 
station to the capital, as the 
development at the garden city - 
where 15,000 homes are set to be 
built by 2031. 

Chiefs point out the garden 
city has already seen more than 
600 starts of new homes in the 
last year alone and forecasts for 
5,100 new homes by 2020/21. 


Smash kills motorcyclist 


Kittens found dumped 


Bank robbery charge 


POLICE have confirmed a motorcylist was 
killed in a smash with a van on the M2 on 
Friday morning. 

The crash occurred on the coastbound 
carriageway of the motorway between 
junction 6 for Faversham and junction 7 for 
the Thanet Way at around 8.30am. 


TWO kittens found dumped in a sodden box 
in Medway are recovering in RSPCA care. 

The black and white kittens, named Flora 
and Kiara, both just six weeks old, were 
found in a wet cardboard box near to the 
border of Gillingham and Chatham on 
Tuesday, June 6. 


WHITSTABLE man Danny Powell has been 
arrested and charged with committing a 
bank robbery in the seaside town. 

Officers were called at 10.20am on March 
25 to a report that cash had been stolen from 
a premises in the High Street after a staff had 
been presented with a threatening note. 


Pensioner mowed down 

POLICE in Faversham have launched an 
appeal for witnesses after a pensioner 
suffered serious injuries after being hit by 
car. 

Officers were called to a report that a 
silver Skoda Yeti and a pedestrian had 
collided in North Lane at 9.21am on Tuesday. 


Medical Negligence Claim? 

Call Kent's no win, no fee specialists 
for a FREE no obligation chat. 


PI 


Thank you so much help on 

helpful, explaining everything 
Nothing was 
too much trouble. 


when I didn't 


I wouldn't hesitate to 
come to you if I need a 
solicitor in the future. 


Injury Claims for you. 


M . m 


K • - ’JjMM 


* r -jm 
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KENT'S NO WIN, NO FEE SPECIALISTS 

C a) 0845 222 1999 

Q girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 



Girlings 

SOLICITORS ^0 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 


4-day Coach Trip 
to Ilfracombe £169 

The jewel in the north Devon coastline with its stunning harbour and old 
world charm. Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, tea gardens and pubs 
give it a vibrant ‘continental’ feel...Now you can have a wonderful 4-day 
coach break here for just £169... 

Full details... 

DAY 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving 
at the hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in 
before dinner. 

DAY 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the pretty 
village of Appledore and then on to the historic 
market town of Barnstaple. 

DAY 3: Day out - across Exmoor National Park 
stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth. A unique water operated cliff railway 
dating back to 1890 joins the village of Lynton to its sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. 
The railway is a listed monument and is one of the area’s most popular tourist attractions. A 
return ticket is included so you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view 
in-between. 

DAY 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to 
see us on our way 

Palm Court Hotel Ilfracombe 

Ideally situated to explore Ilfracombe. The famous Tunnels 
Beaches are just 1 minute walk away and the Landmark 
Theatre and seafront are just a short 5 minute walk. This 
family run Hotel offers good food, regular evening 
entertainment and bright, well equipped ensuite guest rooms 

This trip departs on Friday 30th June £169 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single room supplement £19 

FREE for you! Complimentary Devon Cream Tea included 

Call to book or book online: GBT0URS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

33 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Dover - 
Folkestone - Ashford - Maidstone - 
and then to Paignton. 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 
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Air HQ leaps 
latest hurdle 


Urgent cases block at K&C 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 



HOSPITAL: But campaigners hope pressure of new Labour MP in city could make a difference 


H undreds of patients 
who would normally be 
taken to Kent & Canter¬ 
bury Hospital’s urgent 
care centre by ambu¬ 
lance will instead be taken to emer¬ 
gency departments at other sites from 
Monday. 

East Kent Hospitals University NHS 
Foundation Trust controversially an¬ 
nounced earlier this year it was set to 
make a number of cuts to services at 
the city hospital, and expects approx¬ 
imately 35 people who normally at¬ 
tend by ambulance will be diverted to 
the William Harvey in Ashford and 
the OEQM in Margate. 

Bosses stress these are only tempo¬ 
rary changes and will not affect sur¬ 
gical services, chemotherapy servic¬ 
es, renal, vascular and urology 
services, as well as all outpatient clin¬ 
ics at the Kent & Canterbury. 

The urgent care centre itself will 
also still be open to treat walk-in pa¬ 
tients with minor injuries and illness¬ 
es, including sprains and strains, bro¬ 
ken bones, wounds, wound infections, 
minor burns and scalds, minor head 
injuries, insect and animal bites, mi¬ 
nor eye injuries and minor injuries to 
the back, shoulder and chest. 

As the crisis grows, campaigners at 


the Concern for Health in East Kent 
(Chek) group were due to hold a pub¬ 
lic meeting at the Canterbury Acade¬ 
my on Friday evening off the back of a 
protest march in the city centre ear¬ 
lier this month. 

A similar meeting was planned for 
earlier in the year but was scrapped 
due to purdah rules ahead of last 
week’s general election. 


Trust chief executive Matthew Ker¬ 
shaw, medical director Paul Stevens, 
chair of the local clinical commis¬ 
sioning group, Simon Dunn, return¬ 
ing Conservative MP for Faversham 
and Mid Kent. Helen Whately, and 
newly-elected Labour MP for Canter¬ 
bury, Rosie Duffield are set to attend. 

Chek chair Ken Rogers said: “I have 
spoken to Rosie Duffield and believe 


that her feelings on what is happen¬ 
ing in east Kent, especially at the 
K&C, is very much aligned with ours. 

“Hopefully with this new changing 
political landscape we will see the end 
of the enormous amount of money 
being wasted on the sustainability 
and transformation plans, and that 
waste ploughed back into patient 
care.” 


PLANS to move Kent air ambulance’s 
operational base from Marden to land at 
Rochester Airport have moved a step 
closer after an application was rubber- 
stamped by councillors this week. 

Medway planning chiefs resolved 
to approve the proposal on Tuesday 
night, and will now write to the 
secretary of state asking for him to 
call the application in. 

The charity’s plan would mean 
relocating some 30 staff to a new 
office block on the site which would 
accommodate 14 additional staff 
members plus six visiting pilots and 
crew. 

Radar tower’s 
£lm upgrade 

WORK has begun on the construc¬ 
tion of a new radar tower in North- 
fleet to oversee safe navigation on 
the River Thames. 

The Gravesend-based Port of London 
Authority (PLA) - responsible for safety 
and promoting use of the river - is 
investing £lm in replacing the 
existing radar, located on Tarmac’s 
riverside office building, with a new 
50-metre tall tower that will house the 
latest, energy efficient system. 



I'M NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE. 

Zoe - Admiral Nurse ■ The Royal British Legion 

The Royal British Legion has been supporting Service men and women, 
veterans and their families since 1921. And we're not going anywhere. 

Find us at rbl.org.uk, call 0808 802 8080 or visit your local Pop In Centre. 


FINANCE • INDEPENDENT LIVING • CARE • RECOVERY • RESPITE • EMPLOYMENT 


Registered Charity No 219279 
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SEASON HIGHLIGHTS 




A&ATHAORSTIS 

aMI iRDFRk 
ANNOUNCFD 

A MISS MARPLE MYSTERY 


o 


l*ki- 


THE PACKED THEATRE 
LOVED EVERY MINUTE' 

Livgrpogl EghO 


TUE 7 - SAT 11 
NOVEMBER 


RITA SIMONS LUCIE JONES BILL WARD 

AS PAULEfTE BONAFONIE ASELLEWOODS AS PROFESSOR CALIAHAN 

FR115 - SAT 23 
SEPTEMBER 




NEW SEASON BROCHURE OUT NOW! 

DOWNLOAD AT 

churchilltheatre.co.uk 
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Young offenders’ centre faces yet 
more criticism after latest report 


Taken over by the Ministry of Justice last year following a damning TV documentary the Medway 
Secure Training Centre has now been exposed as allowing inmates to watch sexually-explicit content 


By Tom Pugh 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


YOUNG inmates have been able to 
watch sexually-explicit content on 
television at a scandal-hit Kent youth 
jail judged ‘inadequate’ by Ofsted fol¬ 
lowing its latest inspection. 

Managers at Medway Secure Train¬ 
ing Centre (STC) in Rochester have 
taken steps to avoid a repeat of the ex¬ 
plicit viewing but they are not yet in 
place, inspectors said. 

The disclosure emerged in a damn¬ 
ing Ofsted report which rated the safe¬ 
ty of young people, effectiveness of 
leaders and managers and the pro¬ 
moting of positive behaviour at the 
STC as inadequate. 

The centre, which houses up to 76 
male and female inmates aged 12 to 
18, was the subject of an undercover 
BBC Panorama programme last year 
showing alleged abuse and mistreat¬ 
ment of youngsters. 

Kent Police has charged a number 
of staff employed at the time. 

The government announced in the 
wake of the broadcast that it would 
take over management of the former 
G4S-run facility through the Nation¬ 
al Offender Management Service 
(NOMS). 

NOMS took over on July 1 last year 
and Ofsted inspected from March 6 to 
10 this year. 

In its report, published on Tuesday, 
Ofsted reported “steady progress” in 
some areas since the last inspection, 
but overall the STC was inadequate. 

It emerged in the report staff em¬ 
ployment history and past perform¬ 
ance information for those previously 
employed by G4S were not available 
to the current governor. 

“This means that staff who may 
have experienced disciplinary or ca¬ 
pability measures no longer have this 
information on their employment 
records,” the report said. “This is a se¬ 
rious shortfall.” 

CCTV coverage was still lacking in 
areas where young inmates have con¬ 
sistently reported feeling unsafe, in¬ 
cluding on stairwells and the educa¬ 
tion block, the report said. 

Body-worn cameras now issued to 
all frontline staff were not always 
switched on when they should be and 
footage was not always reviewed, in¬ 
spectors found. 

In 15 incidents reviewed by inspec¬ 
tors from documents, CCTV and 
body-worn camera footage, force was 
found to be have been used appropri¬ 
ately to prevent injury in most cases. 

Oversight of incidents of violence 
was deemed poor, with no accurate 
records made, inspectors added. 

Criticism was also levelled at in¬ 
complete bullying logs designed to 
tackle the problem. Some had insuffi¬ 
cient or no detail about why they were 
opened in the first place, or failed to 


CRITICISM: Continued failings at the Medway Secure Training Centre has prompted another damaging inspection report 


detail the outcomes. 

Inspectors said an expansion of the 
centre’s safeguarding team was posi¬ 
tive but added the senior lead person 
has no previous experience or qualifi¬ 
cations in safeguarding children. 

Restraint handling plans, designed 
to inform staff of young inmates with 
medical conditions, were “well-inten¬ 
tioned” but the approach made it dif¬ 
ficult for staff to remember those who 
might be affected by restraint holds. 

“A number of staff working with the 
young people are unaware of the con¬ 
tents of these plans and the implica¬ 
tions for practice,” the report said. 

Positive aspects highlighted includ¬ 
ed improvements in consultation 
with young inmates and in the com¬ 
plaints arrangements, although some 
weaknesses were also found. 

Inspectors said the centre was led 
by a suitably-experienced governor - 
the second since NOMS took over. But 
the report said there were a number of 
problems holding back swift progress 


at the STC. 

It said: “The confusion and weak 
understanding of responsibilities, 
coupled with a poorly-trained and 
largely unqualified workforce, includ¬ 
ing at managerial grades, is hamper¬ 
ing the governor’s ability to make 
swifter progress at the centre. 

“The senior management team 
members are unsure of their responsi¬ 
bilities and accountabilities, as previ¬ 
ous job titles, expectations of roles and 
suites of paperwork were taken away 
by the previous provider, G4S. 

“At the time of the inspection, there 
had only been partial introduction 
and implementation of NOMS ar¬ 
rangements of staff. The shortage of 
historical material impacts on the 
management of staff.” 

It added: “Staff and managers are 
not clear enough about what they 
should do, what they should record, 
where it should be recorded and why.” 

Deborah Coles, director of the char¬ 
ity Inquest, said: “This report exposes 


the failure of government to act on 
previous concerns about child protec¬ 
tion, safeguarding and dangerous re¬ 
straint. 

“STCs are a flawed model incapable 
of reform and need closing down. We 
need to reinvest in child-focused ther¬ 
apeutic local authority children’s 
homes. 

“It is a shocking indictment of our 
justice system that it is deemed ac¬ 
ceptable to subject children to such ill 
treatment and failings in care.” 

Government officials said young in¬ 
mates watching sexual content on 
TVs in the facility was “completely 
unacceptable”, and immediate action 
was taken to modify TV sets to pre¬ 
vent it happening again. 

A Ministry of Justice spokesman 
said: “The safety and welfare of young 
people in our custody is our absolute 
priority. 

“We are pleased that this report 
found Medway has made steady 
progress in a number of areas since 


the last inspection, but we are clear 
that there is still a lot of work to do. 

“That is why we are implementing 
a comprehensive plan which includes 
the appointment of new specialist, 
highly-trained staff and improved 
support for vulnerable children. 

“We will continue to work hard to 
drive improvements and have put in 
place a new leadership team to help 
make this happen as quickly as possi¬ 
ble, to ensure we are delivering the 
best support to those in our care.” 

Meanwhile, G4S said it was “mysti¬ 
fied” by claims in the report that em¬ 
ployee records might not be available 
as a “detailed handover” took place a 
year ago to the satisfaction of the Min¬ 
istry of Justice and the new operating 
team. 

A G4S spokesman said: “We cannot 
comment on what may have hap¬ 
pened since the transfer in July last 
year and neither are we aware of any 
subsequent requests for employee in¬ 
formation.” 
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SUCCESS: Kent has ensured safety for 1,500 asylum-seeker children while ensuring a high standard of care for the county’s most vulnerable children too, according to government inspectors 


From ‘dark days’ into the light 

Despite enormous pressure from asylum-seeking children and London boroughs, Tom Pyman finds 
out how County Hall has secured a ‘good’ rating from Ofsted for its vital children’s services team 


/ S OOD’ services are be- 

™ m ■ ing offered to children 
■ and families in Kent 

■ despite a whirlwind 

* period for the county 

council which saw it become responsi¬ 
ble for hundreds of unaccompanied 
young asylum seekers. 

Ofsted this week published a posi¬ 
tive report into KCC’s children’s serv¬ 
ices after 12 inspectors spent more 
than three weeks visiting centres and 
meeting staff, parents and children 
across the county in March. 

In 2015, huge numbers of unac¬ 
companied asylum-seeking children 
arrived in Kent through Eurotunnel 
and the Port of Dover during the mi¬ 
grant crisis from the camp known as 
the ‘Jungle’ in the French port town of 
Calais. 

Under the Children Act 1989, it is 
KCC’s legal responsibility to care for 
under-18s who arrive in the county 
from abroad, and council chiefs have 
made no secret of the pressure that 
has been placed on its ability to pro¬ 
vide accommodation and placements. 

However, the Ofsted inspection of 
services for children in need of help 
and protection, children looked after 
and care leavers found the local au¬ 
thority “tackled the increased de¬ 
mand on children’s services effective¬ 
ly, along with the work it was already 
doing”. 


The report added that senior man¬ 
agers responded swiftly to the chang¬ 
ing needs, and that political leaders 
were responsive to budget pressures, 
supporting increased financial in¬ 
vestment, even when cash to support 
the council was not immediately 
made available by central govern¬ 
ment. 

The ‘good’ rating represents a sig¬ 
nificant improvement for the council, 
whose services were deemed ‘inade¬ 
quate’ in 2010 and then ‘adequate’ 
three years later. 

Council leader Paul Carter said the 
‘inadequate’ judgement was “one of 
the most depressing and dark days of 
my reign” and that the report “encap¬ 
sulates the journey we have been on 
since”. 

He said: “It’s been a long hard jour¬ 
ney against the backdrop of having to 
support some 1,400 to 1,500 young 
asylum seekers which, if we had to ca¬ 
ter for them alone, would make us one 
of the largest children’s services de¬ 
partments in the country. 

“On top of that we have to support 
our indigenous young people and 
keep them as safe as possible. 

“Indeed, something that is much 
forgotten that does put pressure in 
less direct ways is supporting some 
1,400 young people placed in care by 
other local authorities into the county 
of Kent.” 


A lot of those come from London 
boroughs who have struggled to cope 
with the number of vulnerable young 
people in their authorities and instead 
turn to the Home Counties, and more 
often than not, Kent especially, to 
help ease the pressure. 

While those London councils are 
responsible for the financial cost of 
the accommodation - typically much 
cheaper in the counties compared to 
the capital - responsibility for school¬ 
ing and medical coverage “falls 
squarely on the shoulders of Kent resi¬ 
dents”. 

Bosses add that a lot of such young 
people also go missing, therefore add¬ 
ing to the strain already faced by Kent 
Police. 

To help Kent as it was becoming 
overwhelemed with unaccompanied 
asylum seeking children, the govern¬ 
ment set up a national transfer 
scheme last year, where other local 
authorities across the country would 
come forward on a voluntary basis 
and offer to take children into their 
care. 

It was the result of intense lobbying 
from both the county council itself 
and a number of Kent MPs, many of 
whom had raised the issue with min¬ 
isters in the House of Commons. 

Peter Oakford is KCC’s deputy lead¬ 
er and cabinet member for strategic 
commissioning and public health, but 


was in charge of children’s services at 
the heart of the crisis. 

He told KoS: “That incremental 
pressure has now left us, but we did 
staff up, we managed to get the incre¬ 
mental social workers we needed to 
handle that. 

“The biggest problem during that 
period was finding foster placements 
and accommodation. 

“Those challenges have now moved 
away and because we worked very 
hard lobbying central government to 
put in the dispersal programme, so for 
the past 14 months every young un¬ 
accompanied asylum seeking coming 
to Kent has been dispersed around the 
country, so we haven’t had to take the 
incremental young people into our 
care, but what we have is the ongoing 
cost and pressures created by the leg¬ 
acy group. 

“The big pressure we have today is 
them becoming care leavers, and they 
have different issues in terms of edu¬ 
cation, carrying on English as a sec¬ 
ond language, finding the right ac¬ 
commodation for them and 
supporting them until they’re 23, or 
25 in advanced education. 

“Thus far the voluntary scheme has 
worked in keeping the numbers at 
bay. Our concern would be if the bor¬ 
ders suddenly relaxed and we saw the 
influx that we saw in 2015, how the 
scheme would cope. We’d have to wait 


and see if that ever happens again. 

“That is why this is such a fabulous 
result for Kent because if you take all 
the asylum seekers, plus the other lo¬ 
cal authority children placed in Kent, 
plus our own 1,450 children in care, 
and all of the pressures and challeng¬ 
es that brings, we still delivered a very 
good service to the most vulnerable 
children in our society, and I just can¬ 
not over-emphasise the outstanding 
job our team have done in order to 
achieve that. 

“There were dozens of cases where 
a social worker would get a call at 
11pm, saying a child has turned up in 
the port, and somebody would have to 
go down there, take the child out of 
the port and find them accommoda¬ 
tion. 

“But we got through the challenges 
and everything worked out okay. 

“This has to be our number one pri¬ 
ority, we are corporate parents, we 
had to find the money during the 
problems, we did what we had to do 
and then we went to government and 
tried to recoup most of that money. 

“Each year we’ve got virtually all of 
the money back from central govern¬ 
ment, minus two or three million 
pounds, so the Kent taxpayer had to 
subsidise it to that level. 

“But we don’t give up, we keep fight¬ 
ing government to recoup all the 
money owed to us.” 
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Established 1961 


Limited 


Celebrating over 36 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 

0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Energy Window 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
_ of openers. White UPVC 


Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 




WINDOWS 
£1,512 <Si 
WINDOWS 
£1,890 
WINDOWS 

£2,268 iSt 

WINDOWS 


OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory Into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 


WINDOWS 

£1,891 Si 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 Si 

WINDOWS 

£2,836 Si 

WINDOWS 


f An extra * 

£100 off 

on production 
i of this advert , 


AN inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & Includes 
Pftmgtcin Energiltare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0,5% on average wNeh is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pi iking ton Opliwtiile'" (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pi iking ton K Class’" OW (Inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


OUR SALE NOW ON! 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons] 

01634 294 696 


|as heard oft heart 
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Tomjlirned Glait 


2 Raman Square. Siilingboume 
13 Lowfield Street, Daitford 

20 Kiglrt Street, Rochester [red to ilie Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


Open 6 days a week - v 

Monday - Saturday 9am -5pm Factary awarded British Satety Council Solely Award: Every 'fear Since 19B4 

01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Straod. ^3 

tel) 01634 826 238 f i WWW.SUpa9taZing.00mS 
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Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney dispute? 

Do you have a dispute regarding 
how a Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney has been handled? 

Whitehead Monckton has 
considerable experience in helping 
clients to resolve these difficult 
disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 

We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE 5 
service for Will, Estate and Power 
of Attorney disputes. 


Call us today on 

01622 698031 

for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 


E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered 
office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 
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So just how did 
safe Tory city 
fall into hands 
of Labour? 


It was one of the standout results of the general 
election and a masterstroke for activating the 
young student population. But, as activists tell 
us, there was more to it than just encouraging 
the universities to turn out and vote in numbers 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


O NE week on from the general elec¬ 
tion, the shock of Rosie Duffield’s 
incredible win for Labour in Can¬ 
terbury for the first time in the 
party’s history can still be felt. 

Held by the Conservatives for almost a centu¬ 
ry, and Tory stalwart Sir Julian Brazier himself 
for 30 years, Ms Duffield’s slim majority of 187 
votes was one of the most talked about across 
the nation. 

When trying to dissect the surprise result in 
the immediate aftermath, commentators point¬ 
ed to the strong student population in the cathe¬ 
dral city, which boasts two major universities, 
as photos circulated on social media of young 
voters queuing out the doors at their polling sta¬ 
tions. 

Likewise, a lot of the credit was attributed to 
party leader Jeremy Corbyn who had won the 
support of a number of popular celebrities and 
public figures, who were encouraging their 
strong youth following to vote red. 

Despite being almost universally dismissed as 
“unelectable” when the snap election was first 
called earlier this year, Mr Corbyn is generally 
acknowledged to have fought a strong national 
campaign, resulting in Labour winning 30 
more seats than it did under Ed Miliband’s stew¬ 
ardship. 

By contrast, a series of U-turns by Theresa 
May, along with her refusal to take part in tele¬ 
vised debates compounded a dreadful cam¬ 
paign for the Conservatives, who won more 
seats than any other party, but are still in dis¬ 
cussions about forming a government with the 
Democratic Unionist Party. 

To overturn Sir Julian’s majority of almost 
10,000 from 24 months ago is a quite remarka¬ 
ble achievement, but Labour campaigners in 
Canterbury insist the quality of Ms Duffield as a 
candidate means it shouldn’t have been that 
much of a surprise. 

Leon Alleyne-McLaughlin is vice-chair of the 
Kent Labour Students society at the University 
of Kent, which has a campus in the city. 

He told KoS: “I thought it was possible but I’ve 
got to concede I thought this time we’d get the 
majority under 5,000 and then take it off Bra¬ 
zier next time around, but I’m very happy to 
have been proven wrong. 

“Before I was vice-chair, the CLP (constitu¬ 
ency Labour party) and university society didn’t 
really talk to each other, so that’s something I 
tried to get - that unity of purpose in the cam¬ 


paign, and turnout has been higher across the 
country, not just in Canterbury. 

“It’s helped having a candidate like Rosie, be¬ 
cause the way she thinks of things is very much 
based on the benefit rather than some abstract 
idea. Rosie is a big part of it, because he had a 
10,000 majority at the last election, and you 
can’t turn that around just based on the nation¬ 
al campaign.” 

Canvassers dressed smartly, a flood of Labour 
posters and plenty of activity all contributed. 

Leader of the Labour group on Canterbury 
City Council, Alan Baldock, agreed the candi¬ 
date herself played a big part in securing the 
necessary votes. 

“We had a good campaign in Canterbury that 
was entirely positive, and an inspirational can¬ 
didate,” he said. 

“Although of course we motivated many 
young people to vote, we had people of all ages 
who thought it was worthwhile voting for La¬ 
bour. 

“We overturned a 10,000 majority - you don’t 
do that just with students. 

“Rosie summed it up herself when she was 
asked what she would change in the manifesto 
and she said she liked all of it, and didn’t want to 
cherry-pick. 

“She is quite happy and comfortable with a 
left-wing agenda - we have said austerity has 
not worked, people are unhappy and have lost 
hope. 

“Rosie is a person who can empathise with 
people very easily - she is from the University of 
Life.” 

Mr Alleyne-McLaughlin suggested the tim¬ 
ing of the vote may also have helped spark in¬ 
creased turnout, with many students still back 
at home for the Easter holidays when elections 
are usually held in the first week of May. 

Holding it in June instead meant it was easier 
to “mobilise” those still on campus - many of 
whom wanted to make a big statement follow¬ 
ing the Brexit result last year. 

The university society has around 50 mem¬ 
bers but saw “a big expansion” of its campaign 
operation in the run-up to the election. 

Mr Alleyne-McLaughlin said: “Even though 
there are only a few students who are hugely 
passionate about the EU, most students are gen¬ 
erally pro-remain and it was made very clear it 
was a result of young people not voting, over- 
60s voting more and therefore young people not 
getting what they want, so there was a clear 
message that we have to take things into our 
own hands if we want change. 

“It was not so much a rebellion, just a realisa¬ 
tion - politicians don’t listen to people who don’t 


14 Week ending June 18,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 








vote.” 

Sir Julian was a prominent Brexiteer 
himself, but Mr Alleyne-McLaughlin 
suggested it was not just his record in 
that one vote that turned large num¬ 
bers against him. 

“It might have been anti-Brazier as 
well because it’s difficult to find some¬ 
one who is as regressive, for lack of a 
better term, than Julian Brazier,” he 


said. 

“He voted for section 28 [of the Local 
Government Act which prevents the 
promotion of homosexual practises in 
sex education classes], he voted 
against its appeal, he voted against gay 
marriage, he voted against the ban on 
fox hunting, basically any piece of pro¬ 
gressive legislation in the last 30 years, 
he’s voted against it.” 


Indeed, Ms Duffield became the first 
constituency MP to attend the colour¬ 
ful Pride festival in the city last week¬ 
end, and received something of a hero’s 
welcome as she took to the stage in 
Dane John Gardens to speak to thou¬ 
sands of visitors. 

The question for Labour now, per¬ 
haps, particularly if the Tories struggle 
to form a sustainable government over 


the coming days, weeks and months, is 
whether they can govern themselves. 

Mr Corbyn has galvanised support 
across the country, with Labour’s 
votes in Kent dramatically increasing, 
even though the Conservatives re¬ 
tained control of the other 16 seats in 
the county. 

Whether he is the man to take them 
further, and back to Number 10, is an¬ 


other issue, however, and one that will 
continue to spark debate. 

Mr Alleyne-McLaughlin voted for 
Mr Corbyn in the 2015 leadership elec¬ 
tion, but sided with Owen Smith - ap¬ 
pointed this week to the shadow cabi¬ 
net - when he was challenged 
last year. 

Continued on page 16 
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Continued from page 15 


The 21-year-old history student in¬ 
sists he should remain in post following 
last week’s result, and needs to both 
maintain the current level of support 
and build on it if Labour are to govern 
once again in the near future. 

“My one worry would be that to go be¬ 
yond this we’d need to appeal to people 
who normally vote Tory and I’m not 
sure if he can do that,” he said. 

“But to be fair I said he couldn’t make 
a net gain in seats, so we’ll see what hap¬ 
pens. 

“MPs in their constituencies and the 
national party needs to be banging on 
about increasing the youth vote quite 
hard, but there’s something to be said for 
relying on it too much, having it become 
a crutch. 

“When we’re pushing on the youth 
vote, we need to be making - if not in 
policy at least in rhetoric - some conces¬ 
sions to people who would normally be 
on the centre-ground. 

“That’s not saying moving massively 
to the right with our policy platforms 
but we still need to do something about 
it.” 

Cllr Baldock added: “This is not the 
time for discussing the next leader. 

“We have to make sure we don’t crash 
into another election, which will be the 
last straw for most people - it’s time we 
got on with governing. 

“If you think of how many elections 
we’ve had in the last two years, there is 
voter fatigue and people have sent a 
message. 

“The Conservatives never saw it com¬ 
ing but we read the message and re¬ 
sponded to it. 

“We have not reached our peak, we 
are truly a party that offers hope for the 
future and people are buying into that.” 



CHANGE: 

It’s been blue 
for its history... 
until Labour 
claimed one 
of its most 
remarkable 
scalps this 
month 


DAMIAN GREEN GETS POWER POST 


ASHFORD MP Damian Green was 
promoted to become the prime 
minister’s second-in-command 
last weekend as Theresa May 
shuffled her cabinet. 

The Conservatives won more 
seats than any other party with 
317, but not enough to form a 
majority government, so are 
looking to be propped up by the 
Democratic Unionist Party, with 


talks continuing over the coming 
days. 

Nevertheless, Mrs May is 
putting together her top team, and 
while it remained largely the 
same as when she first took 
the keys to Number 10 last 
summer, she introduced a few 
changes. 

Mr Green is a long-standing ally 
of the prime minister and takes on 


the position of first secretary of 
state - to be effectively Mrs May’s 
number two as the title is gener¬ 
ally associated with the role of 
deputy prime minister. 

The former work and pensions 
secretary will also take on the role 
of minister for the Cabinet Office. 

Mr Green, 61, graduated from 
Oxford with Mrs May and worked 
as a journalist before becoming 


an MP in the Kent constituency in 
1997. 

He eased to victory in last 
week’s election, harvesting 35,318 
votes, giving him a majority of 
almost 17,500 over his closest 
rival, Labour’s Sally Gathern. 

Meanwhile, returned Tun¬ 
bridge Wells MP Greg Clark 
retained his post as business 
secretary in Mrs May’s cabinet. 



THE 


QUEX 

F##D, DRINK 

& CRAFT SHOW 


■OUTDOOR KIDS’ 
PLAY AREA 

■ CRAFT VILLAGE 

■ BEER TENT 

■BBQ LtfTS no* 6 




June 24th and 25th 2017 
10am to 4pm 
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Kent Surrey Susici 



Air Ambulance 
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Quex Park Estate, Birchington, Kent CT7 OBH 
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Court Mount Park, Birchington.... 

A totally new way of life for the over 55’s! 

Luxurious park homes for sale in a secure , private environment. 
Show home available or order to your own specifications 


i 


Join 


US 


or 


§p 


our 


Weekend on 


July 


Exceptionally luxurious homes available 
now for immediate occupation, each with 
fully integrated kitchens 

Court Mount has some beautiful water 
gardens and an abundance of tropical 
plants, palm trees and 18th century 
Italian statues 


Park Home Living with Saunders Park Homes 


Parks at: 

The Foxhunter Park 

Monkton 

Court Mount 

Birchington 

Bluebell Woods 

Broad Oak, Canterbury 




www. saundersparkhomes. co.uk 
Tel: 01843 841657 Mob: 07768 872386 
Canterbury Road, Birchington CT7 OBU 
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...and now we'd like to show you in person. 


We're holding two open days for people to come and see 
for themselves what makes Chamberlain Court a care 
home with a difference. 

Industry-leading residential and dementia care are just 
the beginning. This care is supported by award winning 
facilities that mean all of our residents can carry on 
with their fulfilling lives - from gardening and baking, 
to enjoying the cinema and cafe right here within our 
community of care. 

Open Days: 

Saturday 1st and Sunday 
2nd July 10am to 4pm 

To see for yourself what makes Chamberlain Court a 
care home with a difference, make an appointment to 
visit us at 77 Mount Ephraim, Royal Tunbridge Wells, 
TN4 8BS, call Darren, our Customer Relationship 
Manager on 01892 620912, or for more 
information, go to hallmarkcarehomes.co.uk 
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SUCESS : Sun shone and the crowds lapped up the music. Pictures: JACK THORNTON 


Gorillaz prove 
big hit as town 
hails a success 

First big open air show in Dreamland was a test 
for Margate and it passed with flying colours 

By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


M ARGATE was celebrating this 
week after the first major out¬ 
door concert at Dreamland 
passed off with none of the traf¬ 
fic chaos expected and with po¬ 
lice reporting no arrests and no incidents. 

The Demon Dayz one-day festival last Satur¬ 
day was headlined by Gorillaz - a chart-top- 
ping band playing their first UK tour in seven 
years. Fronted by Blur singer Damon Albarn, 
all 15,000 tickets sold out in just 15 minutes. 

But locals feared the event would cripple the 
seaside town with a host of road closures and 
tight traffic restrictions in place. 

However, it proved a great success and 
paved the way for Dreamland to hold similiar 
events. 

Richard Ash is the chairman of the Margate 
Town Team, which speaks for local business¬ 
es. He told us: “It all went so well. We could not 
be more delighted. 

“I was out driving in the area and never ex¬ 
perienced any problems. This is the first time 
something like this has been put on locally, 
and I can genuinely say we are looking for¬ 
ward to the next one. 

“There are always those that will knock 
something new, but truthfully this all went so 
well we want more events like this. 

“There is always something that could have 
been done better, but learning these things is 
all part of gaining experience of staging some¬ 
thing like this show. 

“Next time, even those can be ironed out.” 
Local taxi companies were worried the 
town was going to become log-jammed. Before 
the event, Andy Doody from Thanet Private 
Hire Association said: “There is going to be ap¬ 
proximately 15,000-plus people trying to get 
to the town and into the site which opens its 
doors to the public at 2pm and then come mid¬ 


night a mass exodus - oh joy.” 

Kent Police said: “No arrests were made in 
connection with the event and we are not 
aware of any incidents.” 

Mr Ash said: “Events like this, far from cre¬ 
ating chaos, are excellent for our local econo¬ 
my and long may they continue.” 

The show itself was blessed with good 
weather and the crowd treated to a show full of 
hits and new material. Among those appear¬ 
ing on stage were Albarn’s Blur band mate, 
Graham Coxon, who lives near Canterbury, 
and Happy Mondays’ frontman Shaun Ryder. 

There will be another major event in Mar¬ 
gate after The Libertines confirmed they will 
be headlining the By The Sea Festival at the 
end of September (see leisure pages for full de¬ 
tails). 




Book Off-Peak 

train tickets 


#SEhiddengems 

Book train tickets and for full T&C's at 

southeasternrailwa y. co .uk /summer-hidden-gems 
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14th century chinch uncovered 


Archaeologists probing the ground upon which a new college building is to be created have yet again 
found a fascinating part of Canterbury’s historic past - and there are now plans for it remain on show 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


A rchaeologists have un¬ 
covered the footings of an an¬ 
cient church, dating back to 
the 14th century, on a univer¬ 
sity campus. 

Canterbury Archaeological Trust (CAT) 
excavated a site on Canterbury Christ 
Church University’s North Holmes campus 
- where a £12m arts building is due to be 
built to support the region’s creative art and 
digital industries - to ensure any Medieval, 
Anglo-Saxon and Bronze Age remains were 
protected. 

During the dig, historians found the foot¬ 
ings of the St Augustine’s Abbey precinct 
wall and the university has since decided to 
celebrate its discovery within the state-of- 
the-art building, with plans to expose a sec¬ 
tion of the wall beneath the glass in the 
main reception. 

A Benedictine monastery founded in 
598, the ruins of St Augustine’s Abbey in 
the cathedral city are now a World Heritage 
Site. 

Dr Andy Seaman, a senior lecturer in 
post-Roman and medieval archaeology at 
CCCU, said: “As a medieval archaeologist 
myself, I am very excited about what the ex¬ 
cavation tells us about the history of the ab¬ 
bey and the lives of its inhabitants. 

“The excavation has also been fantastic 
for our students because it gives them an 


opportunity to witness an excavation from 
beginning to end, enabling them to see how 
the techniques they learn in lectures are 
put into practice in the field. 

“This will help them to prepare for when 
they go on their own excavation place¬ 
ments this summer.” 

James Revell and Nick Lawrence studied 
archaeology at the university and both 
started working for CAT after graduating in 
2015. 

They are now back on the North Holmes 
Campus to work on the site. 

Mr Revell said: “I feel proud to be using 
my degree for what I aimed to become, es¬ 
pecially with the Canterbury Archaeologi¬ 
cal Trust. 

“I find it both brilliant and convenient 
that I have returned to my university to 
work. 

“I am very pleased to have worked with 
my friend Nick and my tutor Andy on the 
site. 

“Nick and I are learning a lot with CAT, it 
is nice to hear our tutors are proud of us for 
pursuing and achieving our goals.” 

The arts building will open in September 
2018 and will be shared by the schools of 
media, art and design and music and per¬ 
forming arts. 

The building will house specialist teach¬ 
ing facilities, including space for perform¬ 
ance and music, design studios and the lat¬ 
est technology to support new and existing 
courses FIND: Nick Lawrence and James Revell discovering St Augustine’s Abbey wall 




Tel: 01843 594454 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 
SUNDAY 18 th JUNE 2017 

NORMAN PARK, BROMLEY 

www.bromleypageant.co.uk 


For Beautiful Solid Teak Garden Furniture 


LIVE MUSIC • CLUB STANDS • FAMOUS FACES • QUALITY DISPLAYS 
ONE MAKE PARKING • RESTORATION PROJECTS • AUTOJUMBLES AND TRADE 


Tables I Chairs I Benches I Loungers I Companion Seats 


... Kent Garden 
Kin Furniture 


www.kentgardenfurniture.co.uk 


Perfect for any outdoor setting 
Minimal maintenance, lasts for years 
Sustainably sourced A Grade Teak 
Friendly, knowledgeable local company 


Feel the quality for yourself at 
Deal Market every Saturday 

from 7.30am - 2.00pm 
Union Road Car Park, 

Deal, CT14 6EA 
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FIND OUT 

MORE ABOUT 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
INTO YEAR 5 
AT ASHFORD 
PREP SCHOOL 


HELP YOUR 
CHILD TO 

BE BOLD, 
BRAVE AND 
CAPABLE 

Take the first step on the adventure by calling: 


tS StQUAM VlDty 


ASHFORD SCHOOL 

Adventurous Learning 


01233 620493 

registrar@ashfordschool.co.uk 

www.ashfordschool.co.uk 
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Grammars face squeeze as demand 
leaps up from London neighbours 


A leading education consultant says he is concerned over a 
sharp rise in the number of pupils attempting to appeal for 
a place in one of north Kent’s selective schools this summer 



WORRIED : Peter Read is concerned over the increase in numbers 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


G rammar schools in 
north Kent are coming 
“under siege” from 
London families desperate 
to place their children at 
some of the county’s top selectives, an 
education consultant has warned. 

Figures obtained by former 
Gravesend head teacher Peter Read, 
and shared with KoS, suggest the 
number of appeals being heard at 
Wilmington Grammar School for 
Boys have increased dramatically on 
last year. 

It is understood around 150 
appeals are being heard this summer, 
- a signifcant rise compared to the 
109 appeals reported in 2016, when 
just six of those were upheld. 

A similar trend is also understood 
to be emerging at Wilmington 


Grammar School for Girls as well as 
the two Dartford grammars. 

Given their proximity to the capital, 
Mr Read - who runs the consultancy 
website kentadvice.co.uk - told us 
there was no doubt where the soaring 
numbers have come from. 

“The reason behind it is absolutely 
clear - it’s children from London 
seeking grammar school places in 
Kent,” he said. 

“Dartford Boys is also reporting 
similar figures - a lot of them are the 
same children because they want a 
place anywhere. 

“The two girls’ schools [in Dartford 
and Wilmington] are not quite as bad 
but equally under siege.” 

Mr Read believes the pattern 
extends to Gravesend and even as far 
as Chatham, but the numbers are 
particularly strong in Dartford, 
despite it being recognised as by far 
the toughest area in the county to 
win an appeal. 


All children are entitled to make 
an appeal if they are not accepted by 
their chosen school, and these are 
currently ongoing at schools across 
the county, following the tests back 
in September. 

However, given that right, an 
option hundreds appear to be taking 
up, the pressure is growing on those 
who voluntarily sit on panels and 
determine whether children are 
to be admitted to their preferred 
schools. 

Mr Read says he fears the numbers 
are growing at such a rate that it 
cannot be sustainable in the long 
term, and that the system is destined 
to “break down” somewhere along 
the line. 

“Volunteer appeal panellists can be 
hearing up to 15 appeals a day, for 
ten days,” he said. 

“Quite simply, the process, with a 
success rate likely to fall to less than 
five per cent for entry this summer, is 


becoming unsustainable and 
pointless for the vast majority of 
appellants and these schools. 

“The level of commitment from 
unpaid volunteers is utterly 
unreasonable, and I anticipate there 


could soon be a mass refusal to 
undertake such enormous sessions, 
which surely offer so little satisfaction 
to those who offer their services.” 

He added: “Every child that takes 
the Kent Test is costing Kent County 


London South East Colleges: 
Opening doors to careers in Creative Media 



Four passionate media enthusiasts, based at 
London South East College’s Bexley Campus, 
are Ravensbourne-bound in September after 
the successful completion of their Creative 
Media Production BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma course. 

Maia, Isabel, Kara and Emma have been 
studying and working together as a team on 
the College’s very own TV channel ‘LSECTV’ 
for the past three years. Now, the four friends 
from south east London are preparing to take 
the next steps in their careers together. All have 
been successful in winning a place at one of 
the country’s most renowned digital media and 
design-focused university colleges this month. 

Ravensbourne has an impressive reputation 
for innovative, industry-focused professional 
and higher education courses and is located 
on the Greenwich Peninsula in East London. 

Maia, 19 from Erith will be studying for a 
BA (Hons) Editing and Post Production. She 

says: “I am so happy about winning a place 
at Ravensbourne and even more delighted 
that my friends will be there with me. We’ve 
all been very supportive of each other and it’s 


great to know that we will all be in the same 
creative environment together for another 
three years. I can’t wait to get started but it 
will be sad to leave LSEC.” 

Keith Denham is the Media Technician at 
Bexley Campus and works closely with all of 
the creative media students. He says: “Each 
year, we send our students off to a range of top 
quality universities and colleges specialising in 
the media. This year is no exception. By giving 
students the opportunity to work on their own 
TV channel we are equipping them with the 
practical ‘hands-on’ skills that you can’t get by 
simply studying the subject at A level. Maia, 
Kara, Isabel and Emma were prime candidates 
to get into Ravensbourne due to the fantastic 
portfolios they have built up over two years. 
Needless to say, we are all very proud of them 
and wish them all the best for their future. I 
have no doubts they will all be successful.” 

Start your career, advance your career or change 
your career with London South East Colleges 

London South East Colleges, offers an exciting 
range of courses for people of all age and 
interests. From our vocational and access to 
HE courses to apprenticeships, degrees and 
professional development courses, we have 
something to suit you. From September 2017, 
London South East Colleges is launching new 
performing arts courses, including drama/ 
acting/technical theatre and theatrical, special 
effects, hair and media make up. 

Come along to one of our open events in June 
or July and find out how we can help you start 
your career, change your career or progress your 
career. 

To book your place visit www.LSEC.ac.uk or 
call 0300 303 2554. 



VISIT AN 


OPEN EVENT. 



LONDON SOUTH EAST COLLEGES incorporates Bromley 
College, Bexley College and Greenwich Community 
College. We offer an exciting range of courses for 
people of all ages and abilities. From our vocational 
and access courses to our apprenticeships and 
degrees, we have something to suit you. 

Come along to an open event for a tour of 
our unrivalled facilities and to meet our 


BROMLEY CAMPUS - Weds 14 June - 

4pm to 7pm and Sat 8 July - 10am to 1 pm 
Rookery Lane, Bromley BR2 8HE 


BEXLEY CAMPUS - Weds 21 June - 4pm to 7pm 
2 Walnut Tree Road, Erith DA8 1 RA 


HOLLY HILL CONSTRUCTION CAMPUS 

Sat 1 July - 10am to 1 pm - Upper Holly Hill Road, DAI 7 6JG 


GREENWICH CAMPUS - Thurs 29 June - 4pm to 7pm 
95 Plumstead Road, London SE18 7DQ 


ORPINGTON CAMPUS - Thurs 22 June - 4pm to 7pm 
The Walnuts, Orpington BR6 0TE 


» 


LONDON 
SOUTH EAST 
COLLEGES 


Book your place today: 

www.LSEC.ac.uk 
0300 303 2554 
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EDUCATION 


Council money and suddenly it has 
gone mad -1 was expressing concern 
about 100 appeals. 

“This is not a joke, it’s going to 
break down.” 

The four schools were contacted for 
comment but had not responded at 
the time of going to press. 

Mr Read said he did not necessarily 
believe the spike in numbers could be 
linked to grammar schools appearing 
back at the top of the political agenda 
in recent months. 

However, Theresa May’s plan to 
open new selectives - not just in Kent, 
but nationwide - is unlikely to be 
implemented after she failed to win 
enough seats in last week’s general 
election to secure a Commons 
majority, a senior Conservative 
suggested. 

Graham Brady, who chairs the 
influential 1922 Committee of Tory 
backbenchers and is a prominent 
campaigner for more grammar 
schools, said his party could be forced 
to settle for introducing a “rather 
modest pilot” in place of its manifesto 
pledge to “lift the ban on the 
establishment of selective schools”. 

Discussions with the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) remain ongoing 
as Mrs May looks to get the majority 
she needs, after losing the cushion 
she inherited from David Cameron 
last year. 

But with question marks over 
whether a deal will be struck with the 
DUP, the Conservatives may struggle to 
pass legislation, or even if they do, it is 
likely to be a lengthy process where all 
proposed laws are carefully considered 
to ensure they will be acceptable to 


both the Northern Ireland party and to 
Tory backbenchers. 

Chiefs warn that even a small 
rebellion could see the government 
lose crucial votes, meaning 
controversial policies like the prime 
minister’s grammar plan, simply 
have to be considered under threat. 

Speaking on the BBC’s Sunday 
Politics, Mr Brady said: “There’s no 
point in sailing ahead with items that 
were in the manifesto which we won’t 
get through parliament, so we’re 
going to have to work very carefully. 

“No doubt it will be a slimmed 
down Queen’s Speech and we should 
concentrate on the things that really 
have to be done. 

“I would be upset if we couldn’t 
make any progress on allowing 
people to have the choice of grammar 
schools but reality asserts itself. If we 
can’t get things through parliament, 
we don’t do them. 

“I hope we won’t have to stop 
altogether but certainly we are going 
to have to trim our policies carefully 
according to what we think 
parliament will support.” 

Earlier this year, former education 
secretary, Nicky Morgan, who gave 
the green light to plans for a 
grammar annexe in Sevenoaks just 
over 18 months ago, led a cross-party 
campaign to derail the expansion 
plan. 

Along with Labour and Liberal 
Democrats chiefs, she argued that 
creating new grammar schools will 
do nothing to promote social mobility 
and warned there is no room for more 
“division or political ideology” in the 
education system. 



FUTURE: Could the Conservatives’ plan to breathe new life into grammar schools now be derailed? 
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Digital Solutions^ 

Solving your digital marketing needs 
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Content 

Marketing 


Display SEO 

Advertising 


Get a FREE 
health check today 
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Roseway have operated Minibuses 
and Coaches in Kent since 1975 
on private hire excursions tours 
school and other contracts. Now 
after more than 40 years in 
business we still offer the same 
service to all.. 


Contact us on 
01634-865171 or email 
mick@roseway.co.uk 

www.roseway.co.uk 

Hours of Business 
09:30 to 19:30 Monday to Friday 
09:00 to 13:00 Saturday 
Closed Sundays 


Our driving staff are all fully 
qualified and experienced and 
hold DBS certificates for your 
peace of mind. 


We have coaches to accommodate 
various groups from 
16 to 49 seats. 


We can provide transport for your 
School, College or University 
according to your needs. We also 
provide coaches for student group 
private hire at reasonable rates. 
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How education can 
put your career on 
fast track to success 


Changes in the economy has seen more and more adults 
look to change career path. But, for many achieving the 
qualifications is necessary to open up those opportunities 


By Graham Razey 

Principal, East Kent ColLege 


T HE traditional ‘job for life’ 
as many people knew it is 
now a thing of the past, 
with the average UK work¬ 
er changing their career 
six times according to a recent study 
commissioned by the Association of 
Accounting Technicians. 

With that kind of nomadic work¬ 
force, adult education takes on a new 
importance, as members of our socie¬ 
ty look to develop existing skills, or 
perhaps re-train in new areas. In fact, 
the report highlighted that 46 per 
cent of people now completely re¬ 
train after deciding the area they 
work in is no longer for them. 


But adult education isn’t just rising 
in prominence due to a more fluid jobs 
market. With an ageing society, life¬ 
long learning also grows in impor¬ 
tance. As we have fewer younger peo¬ 
ple, and a greater number of the 
workforce remaining in work for long¬ 
er, it is imperative for employers to en¬ 
sure their workforce is constantly de¬ 
veloping, and for employees to develop 
their skills to remain relevant. 

That becomes even more critical 
when the rapid pace of technological 
change is taken into account. There 
are a greater number of systems be¬ 
ing used across all sectors, with or¬ 
ganisations in a constant state of flux. 
The skills people learn today, are be¬ 
coming obsolete within just a few 
years, rather than lasting a lifetime. 

Adult education is also critical due 



AUTHOR: Graham Razey 


to the serious skills gaps which show 
no signs of abating. This is com¬ 
pounded by the fact that the CBI re¬ 
cently highlighted 69 percent of UK 
employers lack confidence they can 
fill highly skilled job vacancies in the 
near future. 

This training can be delivered in a 



range of ways, but there are debates 
over which is most effective, and which 
should be considered the gold standard 
in provision of lifelong learning. 

So what are the main ways people 
are retraining? Adults looking to de¬ 
velop their skills, or retrain entirely 
tend to get that provision in one of 


three main ways. These are via a col¬ 
lege, through their workplace or us¬ 
ing distance learning. While you’d 
expect me to promote the college op¬ 
tion, the best provision depends 
largely on the person, and what 
they’re looking to achieve. 

Further education colleges have al- 
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EDUCATION 



ways delivered vocational training, 
allowing professionals to upskill 
themselves in areas to benefit their 
workplace. In fact, most local colleges 
have teams dedicated to delivering 
bespoke training courses to meet the 
needs of employers, and also individ¬ 
uals who wish to develop their skill- 


set. And for adults who want to 
change their career path entirely, 
there are a full range of courses of¬ 
fered by the colleges to choose from. 
The learning environment lends itself 
to adults who wish to retrain, with a 
feeling that’s more akin to the work¬ 
place than the other options. 


ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES CAN OPEN YOUR EYES 


EVER fancied learning how to cook 
the perfect curry, upcycle your old 
furniture or get the basics of first 
aid? Not for work, but for pleasure? 
If you have, then there’s never 
been a better time for you to 
develop a new skill. 

There are a range of short 
courses out there being offered by 
colleges across the county, which 
take advantage of the high quality 
skills of their tutors, while giving 
you access to state of the art 
facilities. 

And most of these courses can 
be flexible, and tailored to fit 

Developing skills through lifelong 
learning in a college environment also 
ensures that there is consistency to 
teaching and assessment, with access to 
industry standard equipment. Adults 
who train in a college are also able to en¬ 
gage with their peers, as well as building 
networks in industry, which helps give a 
head start in their careers. 

Colleges, though, are not the only 
place for people to retrain or develop 
existing skills. Distance learning is 
preferable for some, and particularly 
for those who want to retrain in an 
area which isn’t currently offered by a 
local college. It’s also helpful for those 
who are unable to get to a college for 
any reason, and is eminently flexible. 

As there are no set times to do the 
learning, adults are able to fit their 
education around their own life. In 
many respects this can be the best op¬ 
tion for those who are seeking to re- 


around you as the student. Some of 
them are also free. East Kent 
College recently offered some 
heritage construction courses 
which were funded as part of a 
partnership scheme with other 
organisations. The college is also 
currently running free digital skills 
courses for Kent’s business 
community, with funding from the 
European Social Fund. 

And more and more people are 
looking to develop these skills in 
their leisure time. 

We’re becoming a nation of 
entrepreneurs, with many attend- 

train, but need to continue in employ¬ 
ment. However, there are drawbacks 
for adults who use distance learning. 
It doesn’t give access to industry 
standard equipment and that can be 
a real barrier to developing the skills 
which employers actually need. It 
can also inhibit networking, with 
adults unable to form industry rela¬ 
tionships which are already in place 
in a college environment. 

The last way most adults develop 
their skills as adults is through work¬ 
place training which is provided by 
their employer. This isn’t retraining 
for a new career, but is upskilling so 
that they can become a more produc¬ 
tive member of the workforce. There 
are some significant benefits for the 
employer and employee, with busi¬ 
nesses not needing to backfill gaps 
caused by employees taking training 
courses. It is also useful as adults are 


ees at my colleges’ courses 
looking to grow their skills, and 
then, perhaps develop a business 
in their chosen area. They also 
offer a great way to meet new 
people, and develop new relation¬ 
ships, helping connect those with 
same interests. There has also 
been a rise in leisure learning 
following programmes such as the 
Great British Bake Off, which have 
inspired people to develop a new 
skill. 

It’s a great thing to learn a new 
skill, and you never know, it could 
lead to a new career entirely. 

able to develop their skills in their 
workplace environment, using the 
same technology they’ll use once 
their training finishes. That’s great 
for those people happy in their career, 
but for those looking to make a com¬ 
plete change, workplace training’s 
never going to work. 

The answer to which type of lifelong 
learning delivery is best, is that it’s a 
personal decision and one which is 
based on an individual’s needs. In es¬ 
sence there can be no ‘one size fits all’ 
style of adult learning provision— 
each individual has different require¬ 
ments from the course they choose, 
and the three different types all have 
their own strengths and weaknesses. 

What can be said with certainty is 
that adult learning has never been 
more accessible, with a really wide 
range of high quality opportunities. If 
in doubt, contact your local college. 



To arrange a visit, please contact Clare Harrison 
admissions@theprep.org.uk • 01732 762336 
# f www.theprep.org.uk 
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Board games’ endearing magic 

The likes of Monopoly and Cluedo aren’t just for Christmas and to prove it, an exhibition from the 
V&A in London is setting up in Maidstone for the next few months. Make a move to go and see it 


By Chris Murphy 

d b 


THE video game is king when it comes 
to ‘toys’ most kids want, but they all 
have their roots in a much simpler 
time, when it was the roll of dice and 
the gentle and precise movement of a 
counter around a board. 

Now Maidstone Museum has dedi¬ 
cated a substantial amount of floor 
space to a new travelling exhibition 
that was first seen at the Victoria & Al¬ 
bert Museum in London. 

It promises to have something for 
anyone aged six to 106 as it takes a trip 
through board game nostalgia with 
over 100 objects displayed chronologi¬ 
cally. 

They include Ludo sets from the 
1920, Monopoly from the 1930s and 
Cluedo from the 1950s - providing a 
fascinating glimpse at how the packag¬ 
ing has evolved, yet fundamentally re¬ 
mained true to the original forms of the 
game. 

Game Plan: Board Games Rediscov¬ 
ered, examines the way in which 
games have reflected the world around 
us and the importance of games and 
game playing in people’s lives. 

David Pickett, councillor of Maid¬ 
stone Borough Council and chairman 
of the heritage, culture and leisure 


committee, said: “This is a vibrant ex¬ 
hibition. For so many people, the art of 
playing board games is intrinsically 
linked to their youth and can leave 
long-lasting memories. 

“This exhibition offers a real oppor¬ 
tunity to people to indulge their love of 
their favourite games or perhaps be in¬ 
troduced to a completely new one in an 
interactive way.” 

Museums director Victoria Barlow 
added: “We are really looking forward 
to sharing this exhibition with every¬ 
one and hope visitors with come and 
celebrate the joy, excitement and occa¬ 
sional frustration of playing board 
games.” 

A museum spokesman added: 
“Alongside current family favourites 
such as Cluedo and Trivial Pursuit, and 
traditional games like chess, the exhi¬ 
bition will focus on the last 500 years 
from the first illustrated race game, the 
16th century Game of Goose, to the 
most recent version of Monopoly. 

“Visitors will also be able to get 
‘hands-on’ throughout the exhibition, 
learn about different kinds of game and 
discover what sort of player they are.” 

The exhibition opens next Saturday, 
June 24, and runs until October 1. It is 
run by the V&A Museum of Childhood. 

It costs £4 for adults, £3 for children, 
and £12 for a family of up to four peo¬ 
ple. 




FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 


Olympia London 

16-17 September 2017 

10am - 5pm 


Browse from hundreds of properties 
for sale throughout all regions of 
France 

Attend the free and informative 
seminar programme covering all 
aspects of buying in and moving to 
France 

Get free advice from the legal, 
financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for 

FREE TICKETS 

at www.frenchpropertyexhibition.com 
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THINNER’S A WINNER IN WORKTOPS 

Jl&uide MilLben ex^piaiud the, henejjit^ OnMquixi® fob a diunm^up new* !mJz ... 


O rigina® is the fancy-sounding name 
TREND Transformations applies 

to its kitchen worktop and bathroom 
surfaces. It’s beautiful, tough, durable 
and much thinner than other materials 
like granite, marble, engineered stone or 
solid synthetics, but equals or exceeds 
them in technical performance terms. To 
prove it, TREND Transformations offers an 
unrivalled lifetime material warranty. So, 
with the millionth Origina® already installed 
worldwide, what makes this distinctive 
material a winner in the kitchen and 
bathroom? 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

Agglomerate is at least two-thirds 
lighter than other materials, so needs 
less reinforcement and can be installed 
vertically and horizontally. 

SLIMLINE - produced and fully sealed 
only a quarter of an inch thick, it fits right 
on top of existing surfaces without adding 
depth or substance. 


TOUGHER - the slimline profile doesn’t 
compromise strength and, unlike granite 
slab, Origina® survives the dropped 
bowling ball test without breaking. 
LASTING - TREND Transformations’ 
Origina® retains its luxurious good looks 
for so long, it is guaranteed against a 
lifetime of wear and tear. 

EASYCARE - unlike granite, marble and 
engineered stone, which need regular 
sealing and maintenance, Origina® just 
requires a wipe over with a damp cloth. 
RESISTANT - Origina® is certificated to 
be highly resistant to liquids, chemicals, 
scratches, impact and burns and is harder 
than natural materials. 

GREENER - made using a high 
percentage of recycled content like post¬ 
consumer glass and recovered granite and 
quartz, Origina® is green by design. 


AFFORDABLE - Origina® is fitted over 
existing worktops and other surfaces, 
making it cheaper, easier and less 
disruptive to install, with less waste. 
VERSATILE - fit it on top of worktops, 
vanities or wash stands, on floors, 
stairways and pool surrounds, as 
splashbacks, shower liners and panels. 
BEAUTIFUL - made with Italian granite, 
quartz or recycled glass, it’s beautiful in 
black, refined in earthen tones, brilliant 
in white and bold in primary colours. But 
perhaps the biggest appeal of TREND 
Transformations Origina® is that it will be 
measured-up, made off-site and installed 
by our factory in Tunbridge Wells. What’s 
more, the expert, factory-trained fitters 
ensure a consistently high standard of 
workmanship and provide final proof that 
thinner’s a winner. 
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To talk your ideas through with an interior design consultant, visit your nearest TREND Transformations showroom. 

TREND Transformations 

Find us inside Notcutts Garden Centre at Newnham Court Shopping Village, Bearsted Road Maidstone ME14 5LH 

01622 469541 

Find us online at: trend-transformations.com/maidstone 




REND 

transformations 
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Festivals 2017: Your guide to 
a summer of fun and music 


W HEN Glastonbury 
opens its gates the 
summer’s festival 
season is finally un¬ 
der way and if the 
prospect of entertainment in the open 
air - come rain or shine - appeals to 
you, there’s plenty of choices right on 
your doorstep. 

Here are just a handful of the events 
in Kent this summer. 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


Deal Festival of Music and 
the Arts 

When: June 30-July 16 
Where: Deal 

What: A smorgasbord of classical and 
contemporary music from some of the 


world’s finest music-makers - plus a 
healthy dose of literature, theatre, op¬ 
era, cinema, dance and the visual arts 
too. 

Marking its 35th anniversary it 
pulls in an audience from far and wide 
and is hotly anticipated. 

More: www.dealfestival.co.uk 

Broadstairs Folk Week 

When: August 11-18 
Where: Broadstairs 
What: Some events grow and evolve 
and as they do so they assume near 
mythical status. Such is the case with 
Broadstairs Folk Week which is now 
universally adored by all those that 
have attended. 

With venues across the town, and 
all within walking distance, those 
who want to spend the night under 
canvas can camp too to ensure the 
authenticate festival experience. 
More: broadstairsfolkweek.org. 
uk 

Jam On The Marsh 

When: July 6-16 
Where: Romney Marsh 
What: Described as ‘multi-arts festi¬ 
val’ JAM (which stands for the John 
Armitage Memorial Trust) is an an¬ 
nual event which this year features a 
little something for everyone. From 
early music such as Sounds Baroque 


to the jazz of the David Rees-Williams 
Trio there are also performances from 
the BBC Singers, London Mozart Play¬ 
ers and Onyx Brass. All performed at 
venues from Dungeness to Hythe. 
More: jamconcert.org 

Sevenoaks Summer Festival 

When: June 24-July 9 
Where: Sevenoaks 
What: Among the range of entertain¬ 
ment will be performances by legen¬ 
dary French pianist and composer 
Michael Legrand. Big band fans will 
be able to enjoy Back To Basie as they 
recreate The Atomic Mr Basie album, 
while Daniel Taylor will bring back to 
life the legendary comic and magician 
in The Tommy Cooper Show (main 
picture). They’ll also be theatre and 
even a beer festival too. 

More: sevenoaksfestival.org.uk 

Whitstable Oyster Festival 

When: July 22-24 
Where: Whitstable 
What: The annual knees-up in Whit¬ 
stable shifts away from the town cen¬ 
tre and its popular harbour in the di¬ 
rection of the picturesque Tankerton 
Slopes this year. There’s still plenty to 
do for families with a host of free ac¬ 
tivities to enjoy, including a food fair, 
making of the grotters and the annu¬ 
al oyster eating competition. Expect 





plenty of sun, sea and smiles - but 
with a far more relaxed atmosphere. 
One of the highlights will remain the 
traditional landing of the oysters, but 
in order to avoid traffic issues, the pro¬ 
cession will head to Tankerton and 
the activity there, rather than into the 
town. 

More: whitstableoysterfestival. 
co.uk 

LeeFest 

When: August 10-12 
Where: John Darlings Farm, Nr Tun¬ 
bridge Wells 



TRADTIONAL: Landing of the oysters at the Whitstable Oyster Festival. 

Picture JON LAMBERT 



- 11-18 AUGUST 2017 - 


FOLK MUSIC BY THE SEA 



CONCERTS ‘ CEILIDHS * WORKSHOPS * DANCES 
CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL * CRAFT 0 MUSIC FAIR 
^ FESTIVAL CAMPSITE 




TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 
www.broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk 

BOX OFFICE: 01843 604080 
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What: Described as a ‘mini version of 
Glastonbury’ by Radio 1, LeeFest is 
back once more with more than 200 
artists performing across 11 stages. 
Headliners include Jake Bugg and An¬ 
nie Mac. 

More: leefest.org 

Ramblin' Man Fair 

When: July 28-30 
Where: Mote Park, Maidstone 
What: Get your denim and leather 
jackets out and get ready to rock. It’s 
another big name festival for those 
who like their music heavy on gui¬ 


tars, with the likes of ZZ Top, Extreme 
and Saxon headlining, plus a strong 
supporting line-up. 

More: ramblinmanfair.com 

Margate Soul Festival 

When: August 4-6 
Where: Margate 

What: Staged at a host of 
venues around the town, there are a 
host of big names performing, among 
them 1990s stars Arrested Develop¬ 
ment, Trevor Nelson and Candi Sta¬ 
ton. Let your hair down and enjoy the 
music. 


/ 



POPULAR: Big crowds turned out last year for the New Day Festival. Picture: ANDY ARCHER 


More: margatesoulfestival.co.uk 

Faversham Hop Festival 

When: September 2-3 
Where: Faversham 
What: Celebrating the area’s historic 
links to the hop industry, the Faver¬ 
sham event has grown into a hugely 
popular annual event which attracts 
thousands of people very year lured 


in by food, drink and live music across 
the town. 

More: favershamhopfestival.org 

A New Day Festival 

When: August 25-27 

Where: Mount Ephraim Gardens, 

Faversham 

What: If prog, rock and blues are 
your thing, then you may have just 


found your nirvana. 

This three day festival has another 
star-studded line-up which includes 
the likes of Big Country, New Model 
Army, Uriah Heep and Dr Feelgood 
entertaining the crowds. Designed by 
fans, for the fans, the event has won 
plaudits and is set to be another big 
draw this summer. 

More: anewdayfestival.com 



"'*'1 f P. ; $Vr. , 

... 

Festival 2017 dates: Friday 30th June - Sunday 16th July 2017 

Artists include: Lucienne Renaudin-Vary and Purcell School Chamber Orchestra, Sarah Connolly, John Tomlinson, 
Courtney Pine, The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain, The Moulettes, Julian Perkins, Ronnie Scotts Big Band, 
Academy of Ancient Music, Alex Rider, Scott Brothers Duo, Hamlet at Dover Castle, Castalian Quartet, 
Improviso, and Freddy Kempf with Wiener Kammersymphonie 


Box Office 

Tel 01304 370220 
www.dealfestival.co.uk 
or www.theastor.org 


DEAL 

FESTIVAL 

iof music and the arts 
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JAM on the Marsh 


Music • Art • Photography • Poetry • Theatre 

on Kent's Romney Marsh 

6-16 July 2017 




& 



BBC Singers, Jamie Walton, London Mozart Players, David Rees-WilliamsTrio, Sounds Baroque, 

Mousai Singers and Daniel Cook 

Watercolours by John Doyle 
Mixed Media art by Jillian Bain Christie 

Photography by Tristan Fewings, Susan Pilcher and the Marsh Academy students 
Including a full day's mini-festival; Come and Play your instrument, drama, collage, storytelling and bugs! 
Including Hamlet by Changling Theatre, The Looker by Sabotage Theatre 
Gawain Douglas, Jonty Driver and John Doyle 

Visit East Guldeford, Old Romney, Snave and Ivychurch with the Romney Marsh Historic Churches Trust 
Relax in St Mary in the Marsh and Ivychurch listening to Bach's cello suites interspersed by a talk on each 
church and a good pub lunch 
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Mt EPHRAIM CARDENS, FAVERSHAM, KENT 
AUGUST 25-27 

A ctcJ^htfuJ ivcckenci in the CDUnhy with goati food,. gmit hecrs lituI the vary best in 

prog, classic rock, /oik sitcl fcJucs nms k 

John lees' 

BARCLAY JAMES HARVEST 
JETHRO TULL'S 

MARTIN BARRE, BAND .. 

LINDISFARNE KING KING 

Martin Turner u WISHBONE ASH ‘ SOFT MACHINE 10 EARTH SOLSTICE EDGAR BROUGHTON GRYPHON 
THE FIERCE & THE DEAD ' HOME SERVICE ' THE STRAWBS DR FEELGOOD' PARADISE 9 TOMMY JUSTICE 

PEARl HANDLED REVOLVER DELBROMHAM'SBLUES DEVILS JACKIE LYNTON SAND DPENSIBHT HOUSE Of X Ht-UFQi 
KINDRED SPIRIT TRUE DECEIVERS JACKIE McAULEY BAND DENNIS GREAVES & MARK FELTHAM19 Below Zero! ft more 

CAMPING, PRE-FfTCHED CAMPING and GUMPING available. FREE PARKING 




Well stocked bars with a election of real ales and lagcrs/notn award winning brtrwers Cankrbrew, Waiilsum and Britain's oldest brewers 
Shepherd Neamo, plus woj award winning ciders from Kentish Pip, ail frii £3,^0 li pini. Food Si Craft Stalls, Music Workshops & man: 

BE FORE J3EU1T: Ad wo nee 3: OAT TICKET £96 Si ng I e Oa y tickets from £ 32 

F0inil.y: and Group tickets uls.u awjiUiblo tt.i di«ouni.ed prices 

TICKET HOTLINE 0844 884 2920 Full details and tickets online at: 

www.anewdayfestival.tom 
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Stafford Perkins 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

Ashford's Local Commercial Property Experts 



57 High Street, ASHFORD 

554 sq,ft. town centre retail 
w. return frontage 

Rent: £23,000 p.a. 


. .1 l- 1 


16 & 17 The Glenmore Centre, 
ASHFORD 

2 units of 1,200 sq.ft, including offices & WC’s 

Rent: £11,000 p.a per unit, or may sell 




22 Bank St, ASHFORD 

730 sq.ft, first floor offices in town 
centre 

Rent: £7,500 p.a. 


Retail Industrial Offices 



30 High Street, ASHFORD 

664 sq,ft. retail 
in town centre 

Rent: £19,250 p.a. 


Orlesont Mill, Shadoxhurst, 
ASHFORD 

2,500 sq.ft, workshop, office, kitchen & WC 

Rent: £17,500 p.a. 


Ground Floor, r/o 75 High St. 
ASHFORD 

554 sq,ft. town centre retail w. return frontage 

Rent: £22,000 p.a 


Stafford Perkins has more than 30 years experience in the Ashford area. 
Commercial agency; Property management; RICS Red Book Valuations; 
Lease renewals; Rent Review Negotiations and Planning advice. 



Contact us today for expert local commercial property advice. 

richard@staffordperkins.co.uk 

01233 613900 
www.staffordperkins.co.uk 
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COUNTY 

WINDOWS 

(Kent) Ltd 

0800 1979 389 


We are pleased to announce 
that not only are we installers of 
Conservatories, Windows, Doors, 
Cladding and Shop Fronts... 

We are now your approved 
WARM ROOF INSTALLER! 

Contact us today for a no obligation 
quotation 





Country Windows Kent LTD 
@ County WindowsKent 



info @ countywindowskent.co.uk 


FENSA 

Registered Company 


Which? 

Iraijtd trxtan 





La Vi I left a 

Restaurant 




An independent A la carte Italian restaurant in the heart of Maidstone 

Wine pairing night & live music throughout the year 


8 Pudding Lane, Maidstone, ME14 1LN 
www. I a vi 11 etta .co.uk 


01622 673 759 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


HEADLINERS: Margate has clinched another huge show later this year, hot on the heels of the Gorillaz performance last weekend 




stoo Dreamland now 


as he Libertines book date 

Another major music event will be coming to the revived seaside venue in 2017 


F ollowing the success of 
the Gorillaz one-day festi¬ 
val at Margate’s Dream¬ 
land last weekend, the 
question was always going 
to be could they follow it up with si- 
miliar big-selling, wide-appeal acts. 

Just a few hours into Monday, 
they delivered the answer, as the 
venue unveiled The Libertines as 
headliners of the By The Sea festival 
which runs over the last weekend of 
September. 

Given the band announced their 
reunion in 2014 with a headline 
show at Hyde Park, a sense of the 
scale of this latest booking should 
not be overlooked. 

The Libertines will be playing 
Margate as part of a short tour of 
seaside venues. 

Supporting them will be Mercury 
Prize-nominated Everything Eve¬ 
rything, which feature Tunbridge 


Wells-raised bassist Jeremy Pritch¬ 
ard, and Metronomy. More acts on 
the line-up are set to be added. 

Now in its third year at Dream¬ 
land, Everything Everything will 
headline the Friday night with The 
Libertines providing the grand fi¬ 
nale on Sunday. 

Best known for hits such as Don’t 
Look Back Into The Sun and Can’t 
Stop Me Now, the band became al¬ 
most as famous for the fall-out be¬ 
tween frontmen Carl Barat and 
Pete Doherty as a result of Doher¬ 
ty’s drug use which elevated him to 
a regular on the front pages of the 
tabloid press. Most infamously, Do¬ 
herty broke into the home of close 
friend and songwriting partner 
Barat and stole musical equipment 
to fund drugs. He was jailed as a 
consequence. 

He eventually went into rehab in 
2014 to kick his reliance on drugs 


once and for all. 

The band’s live shows since their 
reunion in 2014 have proved criti¬ 
cal hits and earlier this year they 
started a show by allowing Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn on stage to 
address fans. 

The By The Sea Festival bases 
most of its shows in and around 
Dreamland with the Hall By The Sea 
venue playing host to the majority of 
shows - a venue which in the past 
has hosted the likes of the Rolling 
Stones, The Who and T-Rex. 

By The Sea’s fringe programme 
will also spill across Margate 
during the weekend. Guests can 
start the day with a bracing swim 
at the Walpole Bay tidal pool or 
breakfast with DJs at Cliff’s before 
heading to the old town for some 
intimate acoustic performances at 
the Margate Museum or cocktails 
and live music on the beach at 


Nayland Rocks. After-parties will 
also run late into the night at a 
variety of local haunts. 

A full supporting cast of artists 
and DJs will be announced soon. 

It follows the success of the 
Demon Dayz festival last weekend 
which saw Gorillaz - led by Blur 
frontman Damon Albarn - head¬ 
line their own one-day venue 
utilising the new outdoor 
15,000-capacity venue. 

With good weather and tightly 
controlled traffic around the 
venue, it proved a success (see page 
19). 

Tickets for By The Sea Festival 
went on sale on Friday with those 
living in the county given a 
pre-sale on the Wednesday. Be 
quick - the tickets are likely to sell 
out fast. 

For full details and the line-up 
see dreamland.co.uk. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line dating is FREE to register, try it today 

visit.. www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
El.55 per minute plus your 
phone company's access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


BECKY, 30 something lady. Full 
of laughter, very open minded 
and discreet. Hoping to meet 
similar minded gent who is older 
than me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 427495 | 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 

educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
MARGARET is in her 60s, she’s 
young looking, blue-eyed 
blonde, kind, loving with lots of 
qualities. Seeking mature gent 
for mutual life’s pleasures. 
Please call me. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427493® 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

CHRISTINE, young looking 
43yrs, kind with lovely blue eyes. 
Genuine, loving. WLTM gent 
with GSOH, must be older than 

me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:427491 ® 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

HELLO, I’m 58yrs and called 
Marie. I’m tall and seeking a 
man who likes to look at me. I 
am Black and very sensual. Call 

me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:427475 $ 

KAREN, late 50’s seeking dis¬ 
creet gent any age/area for day¬ 
time meetings. Text Only. Box: 
4194757® 


The new matchmaking 
service for the 
discerning single 


Try for free today & join 
people near youlooKing 
for meaningful 
companionship now. 


EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
JANE, mature blonde lady, loves 
jokes, countryside, driving, cosy 
nights in. I’m solvent and seek a 
gent 70+ Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 427473® 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open 
minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. 
I can travel and accommodate. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3006 Box 
422365 

TRUDY, 70 something lady 
seeks gent. I’m broadminded 
and will respond to all calls. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427471 $ 

SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, 
seeks adventurous gent for 
casual relationship. Tel: 0906 
515 3034 Box 425979 
SUSAN, 72yrs, divorcee, tall, 
slim and attractive. Seeking gent 
for lunches, friendship, leading 
to more. I’m solvent with my own 
home. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 427343 ® 

HARRIETt 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and 
decent curves! Looking for a 
cheeky adventurous man for fun 
only. I live alone so can 
accommodate and can travel. 
Discretion assured. ACA. Give 
me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3030 
Box 426205 

OLIVIA, very mature but young 
at heart lady seeks nice gent for 
wining, dining more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427303 | 


CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 
3042 Box 426851 
TALL slim lady 61yrs and of Irish 
origins. GSOH, likes travel, open 
minded and kind. Hoping to meet 
similar minded gent of any age. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427307® 

CAROLINE. 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3026 Box 427533 
JULIE, 54yrs, loves life, honest, 
caring open minded and can be 
discreet when needed. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427309 ® 



Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

TEXtEEH toEESEI 

call 0906 500 5757 


0906 calls £1.55 per min plus your phone 
company's access charge 89990 cost £ 1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd 
RH16 3EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 


PIA, Asian lady, 57yrs, very caring 
and a little subservient and quiet. I 
am a good cook and loyal friend. 
Pis text me if you are kind man 

55+ Text Only. Mailbox 4013378 


ELAINE, 54yrs attractive brunette 
lady, originally from Scotland, petite 
and shy. WLTM sensitive male. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427319 ® 

JANET, late 40’s divorcee, own 
home and car looking to spice up 
my life with some fun. Discreet 
men only please, I’m not ready for 
a full on relationship, casual chats. 
Text Only. Box: 4189331 ® 
SASHA 44yrs feminine attractive 
lady, loves nights out, cosy nights 
at home. Call me if you are 
interested in me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 427335 ® 
MARGARET, late 60s widow who 
looks much younger! Blue eyed 
blonde, varied interests, solvent. 
WLTM n/s gent who is down to 
earth. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:427339 ® 

SANDRA but call me Sandy. I’m 
67yrs young petite dark haired 
smart lady with curves. Hoping to 
meet a gent who is kind with 
GSOH Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:427341 ® 


ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 
59yrs, very jolly and fun seeking 
gent any age who must love good 
times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425323 ® 

LADY, 70, 5ft6, divorced, blonde 
hair, brown eyes, friendly, lives in 
the Kent area, likes walking, 
holidays, WLTM somebody for 
friendship in the local area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426193 
CAROLINE, attractive mature lady, 
various interests, hoping to meet a 
smart gent for socialising, perhaps 
leading to something more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426347 | 
JOY happily married, bi curious, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, big boobs, 
seeks someone to join in a bit of 
bedroom fun! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426845 
BRUNETTE lady, 70,sliml 

sophisticated, size 10, kind of like 
Helen Mirren as a brunette, lives 
near Tunbridge Wells, WLTM a 
genuine, hopefully family oriented 
gentleman, for genuine friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424877 


Men Seeking 

mydateM] 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


SOLVENT male, older but young at 
heart, looking for a young lady to 
wine and dine and spoil and 
pamper and in turn to pamper me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427443 


CALLING all Muslim men. I’m 
Margaret 41yrs. I can 
accommodate and travel, daytime 
fun. I’m discreet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 427311 ® 


TALL, lively old boy, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks tactile 
lady for company and jolly jaunts. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425021 ® 



TEXT DATE TO 63222 


FIRST THREE TEXTS FREE 

First 3 txts free. All messages received (hereafter £1.50. You nay receive up to 4 messages for each mes¬ 
sage you send Text STOP to 63222 to exit at any time. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact 
details can be exchanged. Seivice is not computer generated. Messages are responded to by real users. No 
meetings guaranteed If arranging a meeting choose a public space 5 do not give personal details to people 
you have not met. Service prodded by No Goats lid. Help: 0207 7207130 emaif ohdear@nogoats.com 

Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


NATALIA, black beauty! I am late 
50s but still fit with a good figure 
and lovely skin and eyes. I would 
like to meet a nice white gentle¬ 
man, older than myself for chats, 
maybe more. Text Only. Mailbox 
4107799® 

PAT, 72yrs, attractive blue-eyed 
lady, good for her age! Varied 
interests. Looking for gentleman 
companion. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427313® 
JULIE, 68yrs but very fit and 
young looking. Married to an older 
gent so hoping to meet someone 
much much younger. Text Me. 
Text Only: 4193435 ® 

JEANIE, 67yrs easygoing happy 
widow. Call if you are interested in 
chatting to me or meeting for a 
meal. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 427315® 

JOAN, black lady young looking 
50yrs, loves life. Call to hear more 
and perhaps meet up. ACA Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 427317 ® 
FELICITY, “my friends call me 
posh” I’m not really. Call me to 
see. I’m 58yrs, curvy, blonde 
extensions and very good for my 
age. ACA. Text Only. Box: 
4043583 ® 


MALE, 58, slim build, 5ft9, brown 
eyes, hard working, enjoys fishing 
and socialising, looking for no 
stings attached fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427173® 

HI ladies, looking for either NSAfun 
or LTR. I am single/work/live in own 
house. Text only. Mailbox: 
4509325 ® 

LOCAL 70 year old young male, 
now single, nice appearance and 
dresser, looking for fun and 
friendship with a lady, 55-70, 
possible holidays. Can travel. 
Please ring. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 426897 ® 

LIVELY mature gent, OHAC, near 
sea in Folkestone, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks lady 
companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422621 ® 
WELL off man, wanting a young 
lady for spoiling. I am a sugar 
daddy looking for a sugar baby. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427441® 

JERRY, 66, brown hair, brown 
eyes, recently widowed, love to 
walk my dog, WLTM compatible 
lady for companionship and to see 
where things go. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426387 


CARING, sociable male, 72, N/S, 
likes all types of music, walking, 
meals out, looking for a lady for 
friendship at first. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426865 
KENT man, retired engineer, 
solvent, enjoys holidays, meals out, 
good conversation, WLTM a slim J 
lady, 60-70, with a GSOH, to share 
these times and hopefully become 
friends. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 426887 ® 

RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 5ft5, 

I enjoy eating out, walking, holidays i 
and golf, WLTM a slim, attractive 
lady, 60-68, for a loving, tender 
relationship, to enjoy these times 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 421853® 

MALE divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412717 

HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and dine. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417015 

50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking caring 
lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 
BARRY, 50, 6ft 4ins, well built, 
divorced gent, looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421195 
GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely lady 
for good times and fun and loving. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425369 ® 

MALE, 70s, would like to meet slim 
lady 60 plus. Text only. Mailbox: 
4505135® 


LOCAL man, 
seeks lady for 
friendship possibly 
more, for romantic 
dates and good times 
together, hope to hear from 
you. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 426195® 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 

MALE, 55, looking for no strings 
attached friendship, with a lady 
60-70, any status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426133 
MALE, 6ft, brown hair and blue 
eyes, warm and understanding, 
likes dining out and cosy nights 
in, lots of fun, friendship and 
holidays. Looking for a lady over 
48. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:426057 ® 

EASYGOING male, 49, 6ft, weli 

built, seeks female to wine/dine 
and have fun times with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401401 
CARING sociable, GSOH, slim, 
attractive, married gent, 67, feels 
discarded and lonely, seeks 
likewise lady 60+ for trips out, 
dining etc. Text only. Mailbox: 
5082918® 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163® 



PETER, 

sincere 
solvent 
gent 70s 
seeks 
lady to 
wine dine, 
foreign travel, all 
expenses paid. I would love 
a traveling companion. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425343® 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, 
genuine and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. Please 
call. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:425335 ® 

PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, 
tall, attractive and genuine. 
Seeks genuine feminine lady for 
genuine romance. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

425333 ® 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent 
WLTM lady to wine, dine, spoil. 
I’m kind, caring, generous pis call 
me. Single mums welcome. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425331 ® 


Darren, 

down to earth 
guy, lives in Kent, 
likes Marbaia, 
looking for someone 
special to meet and have a 
laugh with, Tel No: 0906 5 
7112 Box No: 424951 ® 

Gay 

Seeking 


SERVICE FOR THE MATURE, 
j FREE AND SINGLE! 

u IT’S never to late to find love, 

W “ 1 AND SINGLES NEAR YOU ARE LOOKING 

„ _ FOR FUN, ROMANCE 6 MAYBE MORE! 

IfeTmr-ii,# <1.1 IT'S FREE TO TRY, YOU’VE GOT NOTHING 

L roLQSEfmcmr 

TXTfiflrraTonm 

FIRST 3 TEXTS COMPLETELY FREE 



First 3 txts free All messages received thereafter £1.50. You may receive up to 4 messages for each mes¬ 
sage you send. Text STOP to 63222 to exit at any time. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact 
details can be exchanged. Seivice is not computer generated. Messages are responded to by real users. No 
meetings guaranteed If arranging a meeting choose a public space a do not give personal details to people 
you have not met. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 6207 7207130 email: ohdear@nogoats.com 


PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 
64, widowed, own house, loves 
holidays abroad, reading, eating 
out, eating in and shows, WLTM 
a lady of similar age to share 
interests and happy times 
together hopefully leading to 
lasting relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425787® 
HELLO, mature gentleman 
looking for a lady who is caring, 
likes holidays, karaoke, meals 
out, country walks and cinema. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425401 ® 

CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks 
lady 45-55 for socialising, 
friendship, maybe leading to 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425345 ® 


GENUINE gentleman, family 
minded, kind, generous seeks 
lady 55-75 for wining, dining and 
wine and laughter. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425329® 

NICE looking 55 year old male 
WLTM sincere lady, any age, for 
friendship, outings, holidays 
abroad etc. Love the sun. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4922399 ® 
DENTAL practitioner, 44, 6ft, 
slim, athletic build, thick dark hair, 
blue eyes, loves sports, seeks I 
slim feminine sporty lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 425087 
GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 


GAY guy, medium build, likes 
outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 
EASY going guy, 68, likes walks, 
books, seeks N/S guy for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411413® 

ROB, bi-curious male, 55, seeks 
likeminded male, crossdresser/TV. 
Must be discreet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426287® 

ROBBIE, 54, reasonably fit, bi- 
curious, I’m very inexperienced 
and would like to meet a CD or TV 
preferably but not essential for a bit 
of fun. Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421357® 

Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No:4748240 


REMEMBER: Calls cost Cl.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost El.50 per message 
received. 


a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 12/06/17 
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Soap star to be crowned our 
Prince Charming in pantomime 


Circus is coming to town 

MOSCOW State Circus will be 
at a host of Kent sites over the 
summer. 

It will be in Deal’s Victoria 
Park, Folkestone’s Radnor Park 
and Dunorlan Park in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells. 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


E ASTENDERS and Holly- 
oaks heart-throb Stefan 
Booth has confirmed he 
will be stepping into the 
shoes of Prince Charming 
during pantomime season in Maid¬ 
stone later this year. 

He will perform in Cinderella at 
the Hazlitt Theatre. 

Best known for playing Greg Jes- 
sop in Walford Square - finance of 
Tanya Branning - he was also se¬ 
rial heartbreaker Jamie Nash in 
the Channel 4 soap drama. 

Previous to that, he found fame 
as Marc Rollins in ITV’s long-run¬ 
ning cop show The Bill. 

No stranger to the stage, he’s re¬ 
cently toured Europe and the UK 
with hit musical Chicago, in which 
he played smooth-talking lawyer 
Billy Flynn. He has also been a reg¬ 
ular in recent years on the panto¬ 
mime circuit. 

Now he’ll be wooing the crowds 
at the Hazlitt during the panto’s 
run from December 1-31. 

Martin Cleverly, general man¬ 
ager at the theatre, said: “Stefan 
will join a fantastic cast including 
Rustie Lee this year for our produc¬ 


tion of Cinderella. He has a wealth of 
experience both on stage and TV 
and will be part of making Cinderel¬ 
la the most magical pantomime in 
Maidstone this year.” 

Rustie Lee is best known as a 
morning TV chef back in the 1980s 
with a distinctive laugh, but has 
since extended her career, appear¬ 
ing in a host of TV and stage produc¬ 
tions. She was recently in the Bafta- 
nominated Real Marigold Hotel TV 
series. 

Back in 2011, Stefan Booth found 
himself skating to impress on ITV 
celebrity talent show Dancing on 
Ice. 

But he proved impressive in that 
too - coming runner-up. 

He said he was “delighted” at 
landing the Hazlitt Theatre role, 

“It will be great to work at the 
theatre with Parkwood Theatres.” 
he explained. “It promises to be a 
magical few weeks working with 
some wonderfully talented people.” 

Parkwood Theatres runs the 
Hazlitt in co-operation with Maid¬ 
stone Borough Council. 

Tickets for the pantomime are al¬ 
ready on sale and cost £20 each. To 
book or for more details, visit the 
theatre’s website at hazlitttheatre. 
com or call the box office on 01622 
758611. 



ROLE: From Hollyoaks and EastEnders, Stefan Booth is coming our 
way later this year 


Cara strum up a big night 


IRISH band Cara will be performing at the 
Gulbenkian on the University of Kent campus 
in Canterbury on June 23. 

Promoting albumb Yet We Sing, the Scottish 
and German group’s show begins at 7.30pm 
and tickets are on sale now, priced at £15 or 
£10 for students. 


Castle's blooming great 


HEVER Castle’s annual 
gardening event from June 26 
to July 2 will celebrate literary 
heroes of the last 200 years. 

Hever in Bloom will include 
poetry and famous literary 
quotes among the flowers. 



YouTube hit signing books 

YOUTUBE sensation Bethany Mota, who boasts 
some 25 million followers, will be at Bluewater 
shopping centre on July 1 signing copies of her 
new book Make Your Mind Up. 

She will be at the Waterstones store in the 
West Village at 2pm. 

Tickets at waterstones.com/events. 


Daisy Washington 

^ MEMORIAL FUND 



Saturday 24 June 

10am till 2.00pm 


KINGSNORTH GOLF AMD DRIVING RANGE 


HOOPLA • CANDY FLOSS • TIN CAN ALLEY • PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT • CAKE STAND 
• TOMBOLA • WHEELBARROW OF BOOZE • COCONUT SHY • TREASURE ISLAND 
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Tiger unveils major UK tour 


A STAGE production of classic 
book The Tiger Who Came To 
Tea is heading back to Kent for 
shows in Tunbridge Wells, 
Bromley, Margate and Dartford 
in a major UK tour. For details: 
TigersTeaLive.com. 



Duo's magical night of fun 


MAGICIANS Morgan & West head into Deal’s 
Astor Theatre on July 7 with their critically 
acclaimed Parlour Tricks show. 

The pair were recently on ITVl’s The Next 
Great Magician talent show and have per¬ 
formed to sell out crowds around the world. 

The Deal show tickets are on sale now. 


Brand tickets selling out 


THE final few tickets for Russell 
Brand’s d Re:Birth show at 
Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly 
Hall Theatre in September are 
fast selling out. 

The controversial comedian’s 
there on September 20. 



Sister Act hits the stage 

X FACTOR star Alexandra Burke brings Sister 
Act, the musical, to Canterbury’s The Marlowe 
Theatre next week. 

The show, based on the smash movie hit 
starring Whoopie Goldberg and choreo¬ 
graphed by Craig Revel Horwood, plays at the 
venue from June 26 to July 1. 



Music, comedy, theatre 
and beer for festival 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A HOST ot entertainment will be 
spilling out into the streets later 
this month at the Sevenoaks 
Festival returns. 

Running from June 24 until July 
9, the event is now in its 48th year. 

Among the range of entertain¬ 
ment will be performances by 
legendary French pianist and 
composer Michael Legrand. Big 
band fans will be able to enjoy 
Back To Basie as they recreate The 
Atomic Mr Basie album, while 
Daniel Taylor will bring back to 
life the legendary comic and 
magician in The Tommy Cooper 
Show (main picture). 

The Demon Barbers play the 
John Smedley Folk Memorial 
Concert and The Alan West Trio 
headline An Evening of Acoustic 
Americana Music, supported by 
Canadian songstress Amelia 
Curran. 

An early highlight is a double¬ 
bill of Buster Birch’s jazz accompa¬ 
niments to Buster Keaton’s silent 
film Steamboat Bill Jr preceded by 
a compilation film of Keaton’s 
corni-tragic life. 


FRENCH : Pianist Michael 
Legrand will be performing 


Alongside the professional 
offerings, community groups’ 
events feature prominently 
throughout the 16 days including 
the combined talents of Sevenoaks 
Philharmonic Society and 
Sevenoaks Symphony Orchestra 
with A Night at the Opera, open 
air performances of Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth and a beer festival at The 
Vine Cricket Club. 

Other events promoted by 
groups in the town include 
Untouchable - a French film with 
English subtitles presented by the 


Kent International Club, Stag 
Theatre Company’s Death by 
Fatal Murder, and several 
varied live music offerings in 
The Anchor, the Stag Plaza, 
Knole Academy’s Oaks Theatre 
and on the Vine Bandstand. 

For full details of the line-up, 
visit the festival’s website at 
sevenoaksfestival.org.uk. Or 
contact the box office at the Stag 
Theatre on 01732 450175 or 
through www.stagsevenoaks.co 
uk. Tickets for the majority of the 
events are on sale now. 


LOGO: Festivals runs over 16 
days from the end of June 



♦ FULL HEATING SYSTEMS ( ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING 

( BOILER CHANGES & HEATING WORK 

♦ BATHROOMS (FREE ESTIMATES 
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garden snow grew into a pnenomenon 


As Gardeners’ World celebrates its 50th anniversary, Hannah Stephenson looks back at its impact 


I T started as a seed of an idea 
when colour TV was coming in 
and gardening was considered 
a fantastic subject for it - and 
has gone on to produce vast 
harvests of information for gardeners 
worldwide. 

Now, Gardeners’ World is celebrat¬ 
ing its 50th year with anniversary 
events at BBC Gardeners’ World Live 
at Birmingham’s NEC (June 15-18), 
which features an anniversary gar¬ 
den. Plus, there’s a special feature in 
this month’s edition of Gardeners’ 
World magazine - but the celebra¬ 
tions will no doubt continue long af¬ 
ter that. 

The BBC Two show has grown to 
become a mainstay of British garden¬ 
ing TV, capturing on camera how 


trends have changed over the years, 
from formal bedding of the Sixties 
and Seventies, to naturalistic plant¬ 
ing and wildlife-friendly spaces of the 
Eighties, outdoor rooms and decking 
of the Nineties, robotic mowers and 
‘grow your own’ resurgence of the 
2000s, to the climate change-con¬ 
scious, wildlife-friendly plantings for 
smaller spaces in recent years. 

“Over the last 50 years, Gardeners’ 
World has reflected the changes in so¬ 
ciety at large - it’s gone from being 
presented by Percy Thrower in a shirt 
and tie, to Monty Don’s much more 
relaxed attire. It’s changed the advice 
it gives in line with current thinking 
and research - no more chemical so¬ 
lutions for example, now it’s all about 
working with nature rather than 



LEGEND : Percy Thrower was first 
presenter of the show 


against it,” says Paolo Pronto, execu¬ 
tive producer of the show. 

“The production process has 
changed radically. It used to be shot 
by a huge team with large TV trucks 
full of heavy machinery, who stopped 
for a proper sit-down lunch hosted by 
Percy. 

“Nowadays, a small team using the 
very latest technology deliver stun¬ 
ning photography with an array of 
high-tech equipment that would 
have left the original production 
team baffled. 

“But despite the changes in tech¬ 
nology, the clothes and attitude to 
chemicals, at its core Gardeners’ 
World still does what it set out to do 
50 years ago and that is to celebrate 
gardens and plants, and to inspire 


people to go outside, get in the garden 
and have a go.” 

For current presenter Monty Don, 
it was one presenter in particular 
who fired his imagination. 

He explains: “Geoff Hamilton was 
my first recollection of Gardeners’ 
World. Geoff was an inspirational fig¬ 
ure for me. 

“I liked the way he was organic, the 
fact he took issue over the limestone 
pavements and peat debate. As a pub¬ 
lic figure, I think he was very brave. 

“Everything you do is scrutinised 
and so to stand up and say something 
like he did was very brave. 

“I think he saw organics as a per¬ 
sonal journey and he was evangelical 
about it... and for quite a long time, 
he’d give you both options.” 


Austen’s heroines 

GRAVESEND'S Woodville Theatre will 
celebrate heroines of the author Jane 
Austen on June 27. 

Austen’s Women is written and performed 
by Rebecca Vaughan and will see 13 of her 
creations brought to life on the stage - among 
them Emma Woodhouse, Lizzy Bennet, Mrs 
Norris, Miss Bates and nine others in critical 
moments from Austen’s major novels. Tickets 
on sale now. 


Art club’s big showcase 

I THE Tonbridge Theatre and Arts Club 
hosts its annual art exhibition at the 
Oast Theatre next month. 

The Janet Young Room at the London Road 
venue will play host to to the event which 
attracts well over 100 paintings and also 
other works from about 40 artists. 

It runs from July 22 to 29. To check for 
opening times and details visit oasttheatre. 
com/art-group. 


Create Platform arrives 

THE team behind Ashford’s popular 
free Create Festival has branched out 
with a new week-long programme of events 
leading up to the big day on July 22. 

Create Platform will see an eclectic mix of 
spin-off events from July 14-23 from exhibi¬ 
tions to concerts to street entertainment. 

For full details of the events and the 
festival, headlined by ska legends The 
Selecter visit createfestival.co.uk. 


Snappy summertime 

BUDDING photographers are being 
encouraged to capture Medway during 
a jam-packed summer of fun celebrating 
what the area has to offer. 

Medway Council’s photography compei- 
tion wants entrants showing off the towns at 
their best. 

Images can be submitted to @Enjoy_med- 
way on Instagram using #MyMedway. Or 
post them to the council offices. 
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A BRAND NEW SHOW 
CELEBRATING THE 
WORLD OF TV IN A 
VOCAL ADVENTURE 

WED 28 JUNE 


GREAT AMERICAN<MUS 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


ORCH ARDTH EATRE.CO.U K 

TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 
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PRE-BOOK YOUR TICKETS 



KENT 

GOUNTYSHOW 


7,8,9 JULY 


www.kentshow.co.uk 01622 633060 
Kent Showground, Maidstone ME 14 3JF 


Kent County Agricultural Society 

Registered Charity No. 1001191 


kentcountyshow E kentcountyshow 
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LWAuction Services 
Wholesale Fine Jewellery 
& Watch Auctioneers 



Buying & Selling? 

Auction live NOW! 


Get in touch 

Tel: 01227 811720 

Email: enquiries@lwauctionservices.co.uk 
Visit us: www.lwauctionservices.co.uk 
Or: www.the-salerooni.coni 

By appointment only: Canterbury Innovation Centre, University Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7 FG 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 


Across 

20. Eyelet (8) 

6. 

Row (4) 

7. Trappings (13) 

22. Exaggeration (13) 

11. 

Steadfast (8) 

8. Blameless (8) 


13. 

Protuberance (8) 

9. Awful (4) 

Down 

15. 

Whole (6) 

10. Meal (6) 

1. Picture (8) 

17. 

Design (6) 

12. Reluctant (6) 

2. Isolate (6) 

19. 

Adore (4) 

14. Exit (6) 

3. Footwear (4) 

21. 

Imprecation (4) 

16. Tried (6) 

4. Lengthen (8) 



18. Plan (4) 

5. Treat (6) 




Cryptic 

Across 

7. Undercurrents may be 
revealed by them (5,8) 

8. Care isn’t taken to 
produce this box (8) 

9. Stop before these act 
as substitutes (4) 

10. Medicine ball if put 
back provides an 
incentive (6) 

12. A drawer in the studio 

( 6 ) 

14. An occasion for raising 
the spirits (6) 

16. Manage to get in 
some gin (6) 

18. Endless piece adapted 
for tale of heroism (4) 

20. Demoted and 
unfrocked! (8) 

22. One not at liberty to 
become engaged 
again! (8,2,3) 


Down 

1. Idyllic situation is seen 
in a moving show (8) 

2. Refusal to admit 
Daniel is upset (6) 

3. Reverse the 
current trend to 
be responsible for 
publication (4) 

4. In passing, it’s what 
motorists do (8) 

5. Think back about the 
beginning of Germany, 
sir (6) 

6. Come to grief in 
walking tour (4) 

11. It’s agreeable to 
breathe deeply round 
the meadows (8) 

13. The fellow needs 
room to become an 
astronaut (8) 

15. Most pleasant variety 
of insect (6) 

17. Give one a hint that 
the billiard cue needs 
repairing? (3,3) 

19. Split up for a bit (4) 

21. Difficult to find in polar 
areas (4) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


r 


r 


Blue- 

green 

colour 


r 


Jamie _ 
Curtis, US 
actress 


Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


SUDOKU 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 






1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

3 

3 


1 3 1 2 3 1 3 0 1 5 
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Solutions 


Word Spiral 


1 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Whip 

9. Direction 

2. 

German man 

10. Dull heavy sound 

3. 

Flightless bird 

11. Watch face 

4. 

Elderly 

12. Plant part 

5. 

Deceased 

13. Cut down 

6. 

Flat circular object 

14. Quiet spell 

7. 

Leg part 

15. Hobble 

8. 

Lose colour 

16. Indigent 

Keyword clue: An American state 


Hard 



2 

7 


4 
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1 
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Easy 


3 

4 
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8 

8 
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travel TV&lifestyle 


Who can resist 
a blue lagoon? 

It's well known for its superb scenery, but Iceland is also 
a great option for a mind and body break. Erin Cardiff 
prepares to wind down in the land of fire and ice 


T here is a word in Icelandic 
- gluggaveour - that 
literally translates as 
window weather. You know: 
the type that’s bracingly 
cold to be out in but comforting to 
watch from behind a pane. 

I think about it as I sit in the 
glass-fronted Northern Lights Bar of 
ION Adventure Hotel - an hour out of 
Reykjavik - looking out at the almost 
lunar landscape. 

Sure enough, a feeling of cosy 
contentment washes over me and, in 
that moment, I know that when it 
comes to wellness breaks, there’s no 
better destination than Iceland. 

Though Reykjavik - the country’s 
capital - is only a three-hour flight 
from London Gatwick, it may as well 
be a different world. The remarkably 
flat landscape stretches for miles in 


every direction. 

It’s barren without being boring. 
And being somewhere so vast is oddly 
calming. 

With so much natural beauty on 
offer, the perfect way to unwind in 
Iceland is to spend some time in the 
great outdoors - or several hundred 
metres beneath it. 

I drive half an hour out of 
Reykjavik to embark on the world- 
famous Inside the Volcano tour. It 
starts with a 3km trek across a lava 
field, and with thick fog hanging in 
the air, I can’t even see the dormant 
Thrihnukagigur volcano until I’m 
mere metres away. 

I’m attached to a rope and harness 
before climbing into the window- 
cleaner-style lift that takes me down 
to see the inner workings of the earth. 
After a six-minute descent, we’re 



underground. Though it’s still only 
4C, it’s warmer down here and silent. 
Strategically-placed lights illuminate 
the rich colours of the jagged rocks 
which were once magma. 

I’m told by a guide that the chamber 
I stand in is roughly the size of three 
full basketball courts, and that the 
Statue of Liberty would comfortably 
fit here. This far below the world’s 
surface, everyday stresses seem so far 
away. 

■ Horse-riding soothes the soul 
One of the oldest (and unique) breeds 
in the world, Icelandic horses are 
famed for their strength and stamina. 
Tour company Solhestar takes me on 
an hour-long ride through a cluster of 
craters in a 5,200-year-old lava field 


known locally as the Raudholar (Red 
Hills). 

Our pace is slow and steady as we 
journey round winding paths and 
through shallow pools. Even though 
we’re right on the doorstep of the 
bustling capital, the serene landscape 
can’t help but inspire a feeling of 
relaxation. 

■ Geothermal baths are pure bliss 
No visit to Iceland is complete 
without a trip to the Blue Lagoon. 

Just 15 minutes from Keflavik airport, 
it’s an ideal entry - or, in my case, 
exit - point to the island. One of the 
country’s top attractions, it hosts up 
to 4,000 people a day. 

As I float in the 38C waters, rich in 
natural minerals like silica and 


sulphur, a complimentary mud mask 
smeared across my face, I reflect on 
my time in Iceland. I think about 
Huldufolk, the mythical elfish 
creatures who many locals consider to 
be fact rather than folklore. I smile to 
myself as I realise that, after only a 
few days here, I believe a little more 
in magic too. 

■ How to get there 
Iceland Beyond offers a four-day/ 
three-night itinerary from £1,990 per 
person (two sharing). Includes B&B 
accommodation at the ION Adventure 
Hotel and Alda Hotel, all activities 
and private luxury transportation. 

Flights from London Gatwick to 
Reykjavik cost from £34.99 per person 
with WOW air. 


Hen & Birthday 
I'int i-cniT Port V Packages 

II ‘ H.L I I . I j with Firetta Burlesque! 

Gather your girls for o party 
experience to remember. 

Be uuelcomed with prosecco, 
learn some fierce, sossy 
moves. Party gomes & surprises. 

Bride/birthday girl goes free 
if over 15 people. 

Coll 07810358242 

or hello@firettaburlesque.com 
http://firettaburlesque.com 



f Whitstable 
Stove Shop 

Pi ■ 

. 1 . 

“We J re warming to you.” 

For: 

Log burning and 


Multi-Fuel Stoves 



BBQs Pizza Ovens, Firepits, 
Chimeneas, Primo Grills 
Ceramic BBQs, Bio-Ethanol 
fires, Locally produced 

CHARCOAL, KINDLING AND.LOGS 


To. Visit our 
CheckATrade.com page. 
Scan the code 


For more Job ir^hc 

Opportunities visit 


B&K MASTERS & SON 



All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 


Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alteraltions, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 



APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 





ROMNEY WARREN 


NEW 2 BEDROOM LODGE 

'forsaleat m arli e 

•• 


ONLY 

£119,995 


We are delighted to offer for sale a stunning two bedroom, two 
bathroom luxury lodge on our new and exclusive development. 

It is fully furnished and ready to move in, with features including: 


Large open plan lounge and 
dining area 

Designer kitchen with a range 
of integrated appliances 
including oven, hob, 
dishwasher, fridge freezer 
and washer/dryer 
Family bathroom with 
modern suite, full size bath 
and overhead shower 


Master bedroom with 
king-size bed, en-suite shower 
and walk in wardrobe 
Second bedroom with walk in 
wardrobe 
Low running costs, 
double glazing and central 
heating 

Finance and Home Exchange 
Available'!' 


EXCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT - LAST FEW PITCHES! 


PLUS, all of this is right on your 
doorstep 

Full use of park facilities 
including bar, restaurant 
and indoor pool 
• Superb entertainment venue 
Free Wi-Fi internet access 
in club area 
Pet friendly park 


JUNE 

ONLYOFFER 

Free 2017 & 2018 Pitch Fees* 


’Offer valid for 2017 & 2018 season only, minimum purchase price applies. 2019 pitch fee will be invoiced late summer 2018 at the 
published rate for the forthcoming season. Offer available on selected models. Offer ends 30th June 2017. f Finance subject to status, 
terms & conditions apply. #A holiday home cannot be used as a permanent residence. 


Find out more about Marlie Holiday Park 


Call 

01797 330406 


www.ParkHolidays.com/marlie-ownersh 
Marlie Holiday Park, 
Dymchurch Road, New Romney, 
Kent,TN28 8UE 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

fitters 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


®ABTA 

Trawl wiEh l lt ■ kk re »' 





lloneyroni 


.ij1i Wheeler 


f 2 nights 
half board 

was £l 43 P 

Sale£l39p f 


Super 60s to Mamma 
Mia Christmas Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

Friday 17 Nov, 2017 • Quote: CP11-2-K0S 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for an early taste of 
Christmas - for over 40s only - as we rock around the Christmas tree to the 
sounds of the 60s, 70s and Abba. Entertainment includes super mimics The 
Barron Knights, The Swinging Blue Jeans, Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & 
Foundations), Vivo - The New All Stars with Keith Slater, PLUS Mamma Mia the 
movie and an Abba tribute band. Enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday 
night to Sunday night, half price drinks and a fab festive atmosphere. 

INCLUDED Half-price drinks all weekend - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers lunch times & evenings from Friday night to Sunday 
night • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet - £139pp - bed 
linen and towels included - club upgrade available - £169pp • 3 breakfasts & 3 
dinners • Free car parking 


ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel set in 
beautifully manicured gardens near Guildford, close to The Hogs Back 
Brewery, and Polesden Lacey, a National Trust Edwardian country house and 
estate. The entertainment programme features... 

24 June - Motown & Soul: Gee Bello & Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations). 

22 September - 60s Sounds: The New Honeycombs & Vicki Lambert as 60s Divas. 
13 October - 60s Sounds: Martin Jarvis as Tom Jones & Rob Wheeler as the 
Beatle. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 
breakfasts • 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, 
tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free parking 


Save £20 
per couple 

Over 40s only 
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Top 60s Bands 
in Leicestershire 

4* Hinckley Island Hotel 

Friday 7 July, 2017 • Quote: FIK7-KOS 


2 nights 
half board 

was £l 53 pp 

Sale £149 


Come with us on a trip down memory lane for an array of super 60s music hits 
in a fun and friendly party atmosphere. Our party venue is a 4-star hotel in the 
heart of the Leicestershire countryside, near Nuneaton and Market Bosworth. 
Enjoy LIVE music from original 60s bands The Fortunes and The Cufflinks. 
These party breaks are for over-40s only. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, 
tea/coffee tray and free wifi • 2 breakfasts & 2 dinners • Live 
entertainment both nights • Free parking 


Save £20 
per couple 

Over 40s only 


Suffolk 60s 
Seaside 


^warmer 

HOTELS 


Party 

Warner Corton, Suffolk Coast 

23 February, 2018 • Quote: C02-K0S 

The beautiful Suffolk coast is the location for Corton Coastal Village which has all the 
easy atmosphere of a holiday home, and the creature comforts Warner is famous for. 
Built on a chalet theme, the rooms have clapboard design, with fresh pastel interiors, 
and many have terraces overlooking the sea. Our 60s Sounds party weekend - for 
over 40s only - is packed with entertainment. We've lined up a brilliant showbill 
featuring 60s bands Union Gap UK, the New Honeycombs and Roy Carter (ex-Drifters 
& Foundations). With non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to Sunday 
evening and free drinks every night, this is going to be a party weekend to remember. 
INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights 
en-suite chalet - upgrades available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free parking 


JUNE 24 


OCT 13 


60s Sounds & 

Motown & Soul in Surrey 

Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford ^ 

24 June, 22 Sept & 13 Oct - Quote:TG-KOS 
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Pub Gardens 
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The family warmly 

welcome you to 


Outside barbecue area, 
hog roast also available 


G eoj 



Atmospheric family 
friendly pub, outside 
events including a 
great garden for many 
uses including new 
fishing facilities and 
live music. 



Fishing facilities from our garden 

includes lunch a beer/drink s* -| /\/\ 

and all day fishing /W A U • UU 

Food served all day and a Sunday roast available 

All football showing 

Sport fSK7 SPOUTS 

See our new website for more information on our lovely pub 

www.thegeorgeyalding.co.uk 


01622 814376 

The George Yalding Benover Road, Yalding, Maidstone, Kent ME18 6EJ 



Plough 


Inn 


* 


Relax in the beautiful surroundings of our family run, independent, 
awarding winning pub & restaurant, situated on the top of the North 
Downs. A some what hidden gem we’d like to share with you with views 
out as far as Herne bay and Whitstable on a clear day. We offer an 
extensive menu which ranges from pub snacks to more elaborate dishes 
prepared with passion by Richard; complemented with a large selection 
of unique & locally produced drinks carefully handpicked by Marianne. 


The Plough Inn, Stalisfield, Faversham, Kent, ME13 OHY 

01795 890 256 

www.theploughinnstalisfield.co.uk 



Sitting in the shadow of Dover Castle lies the Cask 
Marque accredited White Horse Inn. Dating back to 
1365 it is Dover’s oldest public house. Today you will 
find them serving up home cooked food using local 
suppliers and a ready supply of real ales lagers wines and 
spirits. The White Horse is not just a traditional pub 
with an open fire & roof beams though. The main bar 
decor has a pleasingly eccentric twist whereby successful 
channel swimmers have come in to sign the walls as a 
record of their success. 


JP 




1 


White 

HORSE 


-hV 


II 


in 


)mi 


Hours can be spent reading over the names & times. A 
hidden terrace garden sits to the rear with the spectacular 
backdrop to the ruins of St James Church which 
overlooks this sun trap garden. The perfect place to sip 
one of their extensive range of extravagant gins. Trip 
Advisor recommendations ensure a continued stream of 
hungry & thirsty visitors to enjoy this historic grade 2 
listed public house. 


The White Horse Inn, St Janies Street, Castle Hill Road, Dover CT16 1QD • 01304 213066 
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TYLER’S 
AIM KILN 

27 Hacking+on Rd, Tyler Hill, Canterbury, CT2 9NE 


Proud to be: 

Kent Pub of tbe Year 

Tel: 01227 471 912 

www.tbetylerskiln.co.uk 


Kent V 
FOOD DRJNK 

AVAR '2016 


. 


m 




BAR. SNUG 


RESTAURANT, 


LIVE MUSIC, CAR 


PARKING, PRODUCE 


SHOP, MUSEUM, PRIVATE 


FUNCTION ROOM. INSTANT 


ONLINE BOOKING, OUR FAMOUS 


RAIN OR SHINE' HEATED BEER GARDEN 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending June 18, 2017 47 

















0 > 

V 



Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street 
Ashford, TN24 8EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Tories must wake 
up to east Kent 

YET again the public have literally 
thrown the constitutional system a 
‘leftie’ and the Tory party is not 
happy. 

From all the squabbling we have 
heard from the governing party, you 
would have thought they had lost the 
election. Yet in fact they have the 
most MPs and scored a 30 year high 
in terms of the share of the vote. The 
Labour Party did not implode, but at 
best it may have achieved a fighting 
score draw. 

Theresa May gambled on a 
thumping majority and, because of 
her own failings as a campaigner, 
came unstuck. A safe pair of hands 
would have recognised her limita¬ 
tions and got in a capable campaign 
team to run the campaign, thus 
avoiding beating up on your core 
supporters and delivering a poor 
media response; which allowed 
Jeremy Corbyn to spread reasonable 
doubt on Mrs May’s capabilities. 

That she chose poorly merely 
shows that she was not made of the 
right stuff; but who else is there, who 
is not equally unfit to lead? Boris or 
David Davis but are they any better? 

More importantly, the majority of 
the electorate (especially in Kent) held 
their noses, lent their vote to Team 
Theresa and in exchange got a DUP/ 
Tory coalition for their pains. Hardly 
the result they were asked to give 
their support to in the first place. 

Locally, I think we must examine 
the sclerotic democratic process, 
where the same incumbents 
(Canterbury excepted) are returned 
time after time, with only an active 
student movement or an act of God 
able to make any changes. 

Where is the chucking out of the 
scoundrels element in the local 
democratic process? This leads to 
complacency (Crispin Blunt MP even 
complained that the electorate had 
‘got it wrong’) and a ‘business as 
usual’ complacency, in local, county 
and national affairs. 

This would be ok, if Kent received 
the same care and attention as 
Northern Ireland, which has a 
similar population and similar 
problems at least as far as some 
coastal parts of Kent are concerned. 

I bet you we get the same poor deal 
and lack of investment as we have 
always received from successive 
governments over the last 40 years. 

It’s time we had some control of 
our local economy, with a line of 
credit and grant funding appropriate 
to the problem at hand; not insignifi¬ 
cant sums and a promise of jam 
tomorrow which never happens. 

Perhaps the occasional defenestra¬ 
tion of incumbents will encourage 
our representatives to do rather 
better; after all there are more than 
10 of them and therefore if they act 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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Tories got just what 
they deserved in poll 


THAT was the best general election 
outcome all things considered. 

The shock, then celebration as 
the exit poll was revealed will live 
long in the memory. 

Even better, as at time of writing 
Theresa May continues to operate 
in sheer denial, even though her 
authority is gone and her totally 
unwarranted reputation is shot to 
pieces. 

Mrs May’s desperate attempts to 
govern with help of the odious DUP 
guarantees the process of Tory 
re-toxification. It also jeopardises 
the Good Friday Agreement. 

But what do the Conservatives 
really care about national security, 
eh? 

All these things are a head 
smashing irony given the robotic 
messaging from the dreadful Tory 
campaign about ‘coalitions of 
chaos’ and the daily smearing of 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn as a 
terrorist sympathiser. 

Let’s be frank here: we are 
witnessing the truth of Tory rule. 


in concert, Kent should get a better 
share of the investment cake. 

Unfortunately this is not happening 
at the moment, with the result that 
east Kent is not as prosperous as other 
parts of Kent. With the significant 
internal migration planned for east 
Kent over the next 10 years (local 
development plans to you and me), 
this disconnect may not be sustain¬ 
able and finally the additional 
electorate in the east may lose 
patience and apply their own rough 
justice a la Canterbury to those who 
grandstand but do little more. 

Those elected should ponder on 
this and apply their collective will on 


It is they, not Labour, that has 
destabilised the country. 

From austerity, to the EU 
referendum, to this unnecessary 
and unwanted general election. 

Here in Kent, Canterbury’s 
swing to Labour [Julian Brazier 
lost seat he had held for 30 years 
after 10,000 majority was 
overhauled] was the premier 
symbol of how the young this time 
came out and blunted the attack 
on them by the reactionary forces 
of conservatism. Congratulations 
to those student voters and the 
local Labour voters there. 

This time all the fear and 
negativity pumped out by the Tory 
press was rightfully ignored. 

Let’s hope that trend continues 
as we head towards the inevitabil¬ 
ity of another general election. 

And let’s hope when in the booth 
again, that voters remember which 
party is responsible for dragging 
them there, and punish them for it. 

Ben Murphy 
Sittingbourne 


central government so that east Kent 
is in a happier place. 

George Nokes, 

Dover 

Students were 
duped by Labour 

I WAS stunned and saddened by the 
profound lack of understanding 
shown by four young people from the 
universities in Canterbury on a TV 
interview as to why they voted 
Labour; abolishment of tuition fees, 
the NHS, shortage of police and care 
for the elderly. 


Only a successful economy can 
generate the wealth to allow people 
to have jobs and prosperity and for 
the government then to have the 
financial resources to fund world 
class public services. 

These young people need to see 
there is no magic money tree but it is 
enterprise and hard work that is the 
backbone of our nation and without 
prosperity, society breaks down and 
public services collapse. 

As for tuition fees, cloud cuckoo 
land and another cheap stunt from 
Labour to get the student vote. 

Peter Booth, 
Former chair South Thanet 
Conservative Association 

Will we get same 
treatment as NI? 

RECENTLY, you kindly published a 
letter from me about the difficulty of 
getting registered with a GP in 
Ramsgate [KoS, letters 04.06]. 

Since then, we have had the result 
of the general election. Given the 
outcome, it appears that the 
Conservatives are likely to rely on 
support from the Democratic 
Unionist Party. Billions of pounds of 
additional government money will 
doubtless be directed at Northern 
Ireland in return. 

This is in addition to the billions 
that already go to Scotland, where 
expenditure is over a thousand 
pounds a year more per person than 
in England, being spent on things like 
free university tuition and social care. 

The preferential treatment of 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 
shows our national leaders can come 
up with money when they want to. 

It is about time that Kent and 
Medway were treated comparably 
with Scotland and Northern Ireland, 
with additional money for GPs and at 
least one major new hospital. 

Frederic Stansfield, 
Ramsgate 

Folly of cutting 
back our verges 

IT’S the middle of June, when wild 
flowers in grass verges are nearing 
their peak, and are an important 
source of pollen and nectar to 
bumble bees and other insects. 

So, it is Sunday morning and Kent 
County Coucil are mowing the grass 
strip between a by road I live on and 
the A25. The flowers were just reach¬ 
ing perfection, the bumble bees 
collecting pollen, then in a few 
minutes they are all wiped out 
completely unnecessarily weeks too 
early. 

Yet another nail in the coffin of 
our threatened wildlife.. 

Jean Nobbs, 

Sundridge 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

East 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Chillenden 

Windmill 

by Oliver Mannion 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, . Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



MOTORLINE DARTFORD 555 Princes Road, Kent DA2 6HH 01322 280025 
MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE Bircholt Road, Kent ME15 9XY 01622 538538 
MOTORLINE MEDWAY Grosvenor Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSA 01634 567400 

MOTORLINE TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 500700 motorline-nissan.co.uk 

Qashqai Range: URBAN 37.2-67.3mpg (7.6-4.2L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 52.3-78.5mpg (5.4-3.6L/100km); COMBINED 47.1-74.3mpg (6.0-3.8L/100km); CO 2 emissions 138-99g/ 
km. 

Order and register by 2 July 2017 at participating dealers only and subject to vehicle availability. Subject to status. Terms and conditions apply, please visit www.nissan.co.uk/offers or your local dealer for full details. OFFER IS AVAILABLE ON CASH PURCHASE AND 
NISSAN FINANCE PRODUCT AND IS NOT AVAILABLE ON VISIA GRADES. 
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it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 
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NISSAN is looking to raise its game with the new 
Qashqai crossover - blending the practicality and 
desirability of a sport utility vehicle with the foot¬ 
print, running costs and accessibility of a hatch¬ 
back - as it goes into its second decade and aims to 
continue dominating the sector. 

The new crossover, which goes on sale next 
month, sees significant enhancements of its pre¬ 
mium character with a contemporary new exte¬ 
rior design, higher levels of interior quality and 
improved driving performance. 

It also drives forward Nissan’s ongoing journey 
towards zero emissions and zero fatalities with 
new technologies available including ProPilot au¬ 
tonomous drive capability which controls the 
steering, acceleration and braking in a single lane 
on highways in both heavy traffic congestion or 
high-speed cruising. 

The enhanced premium appeal is most obvious 
in the cabin, where an improved layout, higher- 
quality materials and advanced technology de¬ 
liver an attractive and functional interior for all 
occupants, including seats trimmed in high-qual¬ 
ity soft nappa leather, with luxurious 3D quilting 
on the centre panels. 

Also new is a D-shaped multi-function steering 
wheel with premium satin-chrome inserts. It fea¬ 


tures a new four-way controller for the combim- 
eter display, for less ‘eyes off the road’ time. 

To complement the interior upgrades, the ex¬ 
terior benefits from a fresh design including a 
completely revised front end with the latest ‘V- 
motion’ grille, revamped headlights, adaptive 
front lighting and more prominent ‘boomerang’ 


front daytime running and rear lights. 

On the safety front, intelligent emergency 
braking now recognises pedestrians as well as 
vehicles, and rear cross traffic alert, to mitigate 
the risk of low-speed impacts when reversing 
out of a parking space, is now available on 
Qashqai for the first time. 


50 Week ending June 18,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 














































Little Suzuki fired up to be giant-slayer 


Suzuki faces stiff competition in its desire to drive the new Swift into the list of 
top 10 best-selling superminis. Simon Davis finds out if it’s got what it takes... 



Suzuki Swift 

Price: from £10,999 


UZUKI hopes its third- 
generation Swift will be 
something of a giant- 
slayer. 

With it, the Japanese 
company is looking to break into 
the top-10 portion of the B-seg- 
ment market, and has the likes of 
the SEAT Ibiza, Skoda Fabia and 
Hyundai i20 firmly in its sights. 

So Suzuki has gone to town on 
the new Swift - the 1.0-litre turbo 
petrol Boosterjet is available for 
the first time, standard equipment 
has been improved and the Swift 
has lost a considerable 120kg in 
bodyweight. 

When revealed, many people 
thought the earlier models' 
character had been replaced by a 
rather sober-looking hatchback 
but, in the metal, it quickly grows 
on you and it's an attractive little 
car. 

There won't be many complaints 
about space - particularly in the 
front. Headroom is plentiful, and 
while the Suzuki is a fairly 
compact little car, it doesn't feel 
cramped. 

Under the bonnet, Suzuki offers 
the Swift with a choice of two 
different petrol engines. 


The first is the 111PS 1.0-litre, 
three-cylinder Boosterjet turbo 
petrol unit and the test car had 
the 'mild hybrid' SVHS version. 

It offers a slight boost in 
performance while combined 
economy improves from 61.4mpg 


to 65.7mpg and C02 emissions 
drop from 104g/km to 97g/km 
with SHVS compared to the 
regular engine. 

A larger 90PS 1.2-litre, four- 
cylinder petrol engine is also avail¬ 
able with the SHVS system for 


lOlg/km C02 and 62.8mpg 
combined. 

While not a hugely powerful car, 
thanks to its small size and 
weighing from 890kg, on a 
winding road it feels like a go-kart. 
There is some body roll through 


Engine tested: 

998cc, 111PS, three-cylinder 
Boosterjet turbo petrol with 
mild hybrid assist system 
Performance: 0-62mph: 10.6 
seconds; top speed 121mph 
MPG: urban 58.8; 

extra urban 70.6; combined 
65.7 combined 
C02 emissions: 97g/km 

Will it fit in the garage?: L 
3,840mm; W 1,735mm; H 
1,495mm 


corners, and rough surfaces can 
make it bouncy but it's well 
mannered and stable at motorway 
speeds. 

In town, its small proportions 
make navigating tight, busy 
streets much easier, as do its light 
controls. 

Priced from £10,999 to £15,499, 
and with good equipment levels, 
the Swift is a lot of car for the 
money and is forecast to have 
decent resale values too. 



ALL NEUi TOYOTA C-HR 


FROM £595 


Advance Payment* 


18" Alloy wheels 

Metallic Black 
Bi-tone roof 

LED headlights 


ALL IT TAKES IS A GLANCE 
TO MAKE YOU LOOK TWICE. 



E3 
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FROM NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


AURIS TOURING SPORTS 
FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


To arrange a test 
drive contact us at: 


Motorline Ashford 
Orbital Park, Ashford 
KentTN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 
motorlineashford.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
KentCT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 
motorlinecanterbury.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Tunbridge U/ells 

Dou/ding LL/ay, Tunbridge UUells 
KentTN2 3UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 
motorlinetunbridgeiuells.toyota.co.uk 


f /motorlinetoyota 
\ @MotorlineToyota 


Motability 


*2017 C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £595 Advance Payment. Model shown is C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £1,795 Advance Payment, AYGO x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i x-shift at Nil Advance Payment, Auris Icon 5 door 1.6 D-4D Manual at £95 Advance 
Payment, Auris Touring Sports Icon 5 door 1.2T VVT-i Manual at £895 Advance Payment and Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual at £295 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer 
valid between 1st April and 30th June 2017. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 

C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). CO 2 Emissions 135g/km. AYGO 
x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i x-shift. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 78.5 (3.6), Combined 68.9 (4.1). CO 2 Emissions 95g/km. Auris Icon 5 door 1.6 D-4D 
Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8), Combined 65.7 (3.8). CO 2 Emissions llOg/km. Auris Touring Sports Icon 5 door 1.2T VVT-i 
Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 47.9 (5.9), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 58.9 (4.8). CO 2 Emissions 112g/km. Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual. Official Fuel 
Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1), Combined 62.8 (4.5). CO 2 Emissions 119g/km. All mpg and CO 2 figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated 
laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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RENAULT 

Passion for life 


Out with the old, in with the new 

Renault KADJAR and Renault CAPTUR 



£2,500 scrappage allowance* 

on selected models 

Plus 

3 years' 0% APR representative 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the range shown are: urban 40.6 (7)-70.6 (4); extra urban 55.4 (5.1)-3.1(3.4); combined 48.7 (5.8)-78.5 
(3.6). The official C0 2 emissions are 130-90km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EU Legislation and may not reflect real life 
driving results. 

*£2,500 scrappage cash offer towards purchase of selected new KADJAR and CAPTUR vehicles (from limited stock only) when ordered and registered between 9th June and 10th July 2017 for customers trading in their own 
vehicle registered in their name for at least 90 days. Scrappage allowance not available in conjunction with other finance deposit contributions. Retail customers only. Minimum deposit £499 on Captur and 10% minimum 
deposit on Kadjar. Scrappage offer eligible with 0% APR finance available on 3 year PCP. Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be reguired. UK residents (excl. Channel Islands) 
and over 18s only. Terms & conditions apply, see renault.co.uk/offers. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 01233 215630 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 
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Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 
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Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Mariana McCarthy trading as Reinstatement 
Services Ltd of 45 Hamsey Green Gardens, 
Warlingham, Surrey CR6 9RS is applying for 
a licence to use Whites Transport, The Hanger, 
The Loop, Manston Kent CT12 5DE as an 
operating centre for 3 goods vehicles and 0 
trailers 

Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations to the 
applicant at the address given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
THE GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
(LICENSING ACT 2003) 

Karios Ltd of Marino’s Fish Bar, 310A, Beaver Road, 
Ashford TN23 7SP has applied to Ashford Borough 
Council for the Grant of a Premises Licence under 
the Licensing Act 2003. 

Licensing activities will be sale of alcohol (on and off 
sales) between 12:00hrs and 23:00hrs every day. 

A register of licensing applications can be viewed 
at the Licensing Section, Ashford Borough Council, 
Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 
1PL 01233 331111 by appointment. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to 
this application must give notice in writing to the 
address shown above, giving in detail the grounds of 
objection by 12.07.2017. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application 
and the maximum fine for which a person is liable on 
summary conviction for the offence is £5000. 


PLEASE MENTION 
THIS PAPER WHEN 
REPLYING TO THESE 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
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M2 MOTORWAY - JUNCTIONS 4-6 
(NEAR SITTINGBOURNE) 

TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 

Notice is hereby given that Highways England 
Company Limited intends to make an Order on the 
M2 Motorway in the County of Kent and the Unitary 
Authority of Medway, under Section 14(1)(a) of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 because works are 
proposed to be executed on the road. 

The effect of the Order would be to perform phased 
works as follows:- 

a) to authorise the overnight closure of: 

i) both carriageways of the M2 between Junction 
4 (A278) and Junction 6 (A251); 

ii) the road leading to the coast-bound 
carriageway of the M2 at Junction 4 (A278); 

iii) the road leading from the London-bound 
carriageway of the M2 at Junction 4 (A278); 

iv) the roads leading to and from both carriageways 
of the M2 at Farthing Corner Services; 

v) the roads leading to and from both 
carriageways of the M2 at Junction 5 (A249); 

vi) the road leading from the coast-bound 
carriageway of the M2 at Junction 6 (A251); and 

vii) the road leading to the London-bound 
carriageway of the M2 at Junction 6 (A251); 

b) to impose a 24-hour 50 mph speed restriction on: 
i) both carriageways of the M2 between Junction 

4 (A278) eastern overbridge and Rawling 
Street underbridge; and 

c) to impose a 24-hour 40 mph speed restriction on: 

i) both carriageways of the M2 between Yaugher 
Lane overbridge and the centre of Silver Street 
overbridge; and 

ii) all of the roads described in a) v) above; 

d) to authorise a 24-hour contraflow system diverting 
traffic on the London-bound carriageway to the 
coast-bound carriageway of the M2, between 
points 205 metres west of Bull Lane overbridge and 
320 metres east of Vinsons Farm underbridge; and 

e) to permit hard-shoulder running adjacent to the 
length of carriageway described in d) above when 
the contraflow is in operation. 

These measures would be in the interests of road safety 
while contractors undertake bridge works including 
bearing replacement, waterproofing, resurfacing and 
road marking and all associated works. 

It is expected that the work would last for approximately 
7 months starting on or after Monday 17th July 2017. 
The overnight closures would take place between 20:00 
and 06:00 (maximum period). 

The Order would come into force on 15 July 2017 
and have a maximum duration of eighteen months. 
Traffic affected by the closures would be diverted 
using the M20, A20, A229, A249, A251 and A252. 

The temporary closures, speed limits, contraflow, 
hard shoulder running and diversion routes would 
be clearly indicated by traffic signs when they are in 
operation during the works period. 

P Ryder, an Official of Highways England Co. Ltd. 

Ref: HE/SE/2017/M2/127 
Highways England Company Limited, 

(Company No. 9346363). Registered Office: 

Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, 
GUI 4LZ. A company registered in England and Wales. 
For enquiries, please contact the Customer 
Contact Centre on 0300 123 5000 
or info@highwaysengland.co.uk. 
http ://www. h ig h ways .gov. u k 
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Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated 
at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in 
Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, 
Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 


Physiotherapist - Margate and Ashford 

Full Time 37.5 hrs per week Salary - £27,000 - £29,000 
Interview Date - TBC 
Qualifications and Experience 

• BSc or Equivalent in Physiotherapy 

• Member of CSP 

• Current HCPC Registration 

• Relevant post graduate experience 

• Proven clinical experience in the delivery of orthopaedic and MSK 
physiotherapy 

Staff Nurses X 3 - To cover our Ashford and 
potential growth to Canterbury 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Salary: £23-25,000 per 

annum dependant on qualifications and experience 
Interview - TBC 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

Theatre Practitioner - Margate 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week Salary - £21,000 - £25,000 

per annum (dependant on experience) Interview - TBC 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse or Operating Department Practitioner 

• NMC/HPC Registered 

• Maths and English (GCSE or equivalent) Grade C or above. 

• Ability to assess, plan and evaluate patient care 

• Knowledge or research and evidence based practice 

• Teaching and assessing/mentorship 

• Catalyst for change 

Anaesthetic Practitioner - Margate 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week - £21 k - 25k per annum 
Interview date - TBC 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Operating Department Practitioner 

• HPC Registered 

• Knowledge of research and evidence-based practice 

• eaching and assessing/mentorship, or willing to undertake 

• Anaesthetics 

• Knowledge of CQC 

• HLS Teaching (Anaes) 


Staff Nurse Out Patients - Margate 

Part Time 30 hrs per week Salary - £26,121.29 (pro rata) 

Interview Date - TBC 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Experience within the outpatients department and in a surgical/ 
medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of 
surgical/medical procedures 

• Demonstrates patient focus 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Commitment to professional development 

Health Care Assistant - Level 3 

Part time - 30 hours per week Salary - £16,600 (pro rata) 

Closing Date - 19 June 2017 Interview Date - 22 or 27 June 2017 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Evidence of Health Care experience 

• GCSE English or equivalent 

• Experience in the provision of patient care 

• Excellent communication skills 

• Ability to work flexibly, including evenings and weekends 

Staff Nurse (Ward Margate) 

Part Time 30 hrs per week Salary - £13.75 per hour 
Closing Date - 20th June 2017 
Interview Date - 27th June and 4th July 2017 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Ability to work independently and as part of a multi-disciplinary team 

• Committed to providing a quality clinical service 

Housekeeper - Margate 

Part Time - 30 hours per week Salary £7.54 per hour 

Closing Date - 19 June 2017 Interview Date - 27th and 29th June 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Previous housekeeping experience 

• Previous experience in a customer facing role 

• Mathematics and English (GCSE or Equivalent) Grade C or above 

• Able to work independently and as part of a team 

• Ability to recognise and report situations affecting patient care 

• Flexible approach 

• Supportive to patients and colleagues. 


Previous applicants need not apply for any role 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant on, 01304 222690 or at - recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer jl 
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Sport 

Gemili and Green 
named in squad 

Duo head to the European Athletics Team Championships 



LEADER: Kent’s Adam Gemili will be one of the more experienced athletes 
in Lille 


Athletics 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


KENT athletes Adam Gemili and Jack 
Green have been named in Great Brit¬ 
ain’s squad for the European Athlet¬ 
ics Team Championships in Lille next 
week. 

In a largely developmental team, 
Dartford’s Gemili and Green, from 
Maidstone, will provide crucial expe¬ 
rience, with just seven weeks to go 
until the World Championships in 
London. 

At last summer’s Olympic Games in 
Brazil, sprinter Gemili was named 
captain and agonisingly missed out 
on a medal in the 200m race by 
three-thousandths of a second and is 
looking to make up for lost time after 
missing the 2015 World Champion¬ 
ships in Beijing through injury. 

Green, meanwhile, crashed out in 
the semi-finals of the men’s 400m 
hurdles, just as he did in London four 
years before. 

British Athletics performance di¬ 
rector, Neil Black said: “Many of these 
athletes should be in the mix for To¬ 
kyo 2020 and beyond in 2024, so it 
will be interesting to see where they 
stand against some of Europe’s top 
names. 

“With the British Team Trials and 
qualification for the World Champi¬ 
onships taking place the following 
weekend in Birmingham, it has al¬ 
lowed us the somewhat unique op¬ 
portunity to choose a largely develop¬ 
mental team. 

“Obviously we still want to see a 
great British team performance in 
France, but we also need to give our 
most experienced athletes the best 


possible build-up going into a home 
World Championships - so everyone 
on the WCPP was given the option to 
compete in Lille or concentrate on tri¬ 
als. 

“I’m glad so many of those we ex¬ 
pect to be selected in the field events 
for London have made themselves 
available for this event - we will be 


looking for them to pick up a large 
number of points for the team. 

“Jumpers and throwers especially 
have limited opportunities to com¬ 
pete at elite level, so to have two top 
class competitions, first in France 
then back home in Birmingham, over 
two weekends in a row will be good 
for them.” 


Shah makes immediate impact for county 


Cricket 


KENT head coach Matt Walker has 
hailed Yasir Shah’s immediate 
impact as he made his county 
championship debut last weekend 
and helped the county maintain 
their impressive unbeaten start to 
the campaign. 

The Pakistan bowler arrived in the 
county earlier this month to much 
excitement, as the world’s top- 
ranked Test spinner, with Kent 
looking to add overseas firepower to 
their attack. 

Shah also boasts the record of 
being the second fastest bowler of 
all-time to take 100 wickets in Test 
cricket, achieving the feat in just 17 
matches and was top of the ICC Test 
bowler rankings last summer. 



STAR: Yasir Shah 


However, in last week’s county 
championship clash with Durham, 
he was required to show his 


capabilities with the bat, as an 
unbroken last-wicket stand between 
Shah and Mitch Claydon saw out the 
final 46 balls of the match to secure 
a thrilling draw at Canterbury. 

Shah batted for 81 minutes while 
last man Claydon - a former Durham 
player - combined to deny Paul 
Collingwood’s side their first win and 
clinch a battling draw, ahead of a 
trip to Worcestershire on Monday. 

Walker said this week: “We were 
naturally nervous because the odds 
were against us. 

“Yasir Shah played beautifully for 
us and manufactured things nicely 
to try and get as much as the strike 
as he could and Mitch Claydon did 
his bit too. 

“It’s five extra points and who 
knows how much they’ll be worth to 
us come the end of the season? ” 


Q /^\-i H- C?Tk XX rm n Email the sports desk 
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Gravesend-born rugby 
star gets England start 

KENT-BORN back Piers Francis was due to 
make his full England debut this weekend 
in Argentina. 

The former Old Gravesendians mini and 
youth player made his first England 
appearance last week as a replacement 
against the same opponents, making a 
defining contribution to the game with 
two try assists. 

Francis was then expected to make his 
first start in the number 12 shirt for his 
country, having made a name for himself 
with Auckland Blues in recent months. 

A fly-half or centre who grew up in 
Gravesend and used to play for Maidstone, 

Francis headed to New Zealand eight years 
ago and was part of the Auckland 
Academy before moving on to play in the 
National Provincial Championship and 
then Super Rugby. 

He has played in all four rounds of this 
year’s Super Rugby competition, and 
recently completed a move to Premiership 
side Northampton Saints ahead of next 
season. 



CALL: Piers Francis 



BOSS: Gills head coach Ady Pennock 

Former QPR forward 
Parker in Gills switch 


GILLINGHAM have made their 
fourth signing of the summer with 
the permanent addition of forward 
Josh Parker on a two-year deal. 

The 27-year-old, who came 
through the youth ranks at QPR, had 
loan spells at AFC Wimbledon, 
Northampton and Wycombe before 
joining Oldham in 2011. 

He later joined Gillingham in the 
January transfer window earlier this 


year on a contract until the end of 
the 2016/17 season. 

Boss Ady Pennock was impressed 
with Parker during his period at the 
Gills and offered him a new two-year 
deal, which the player was happy to 
accept. 

He joins Gabriel Zakuani, Alex 
Lacey and Luke O’Neill who have 
also arrived at Priestfield earlier this 
summer. 


Stadium plans ‘a selling point’ 


BROMLEY winger Adam Mekki 
admits the club’s stadium develop¬ 
ment plans were “a massive selling 
point” when he decided to join the 
National League side last week. 

The 2 5-year-old signed from 
Tranmere Rovers earlier this month 
having come through the youth 
ranks at Reading and Aldershot 
Town before also enjoying spells 
with Barnet and Dover Athletic. 

Several teams were in the hunt for 
his signature, but Mekki told the 


club’s website discussions with boss 
Neil Smith about the 3G pitch 
currently being installed at Hayes 
Lane, as well as plans to construct a 
new South Stand, were enough to 
convince him. 

He said: “I spoke to a few clubs but 
I felt this was the right one for me. 

“I spoke to the gaffer and it was a 
massive selling point, it told me the 
club was going in the right direction 
- it’s on its way up and I’m glad to be 
a part of it.” 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending June 18,2017 55 

















Garden Centre 

Family Run Garden Centre 


We specialise in Buxus, Topiary and other 
specialist large shrubs including 
Mediterranean palms and olive trees 

Best quality plants at the 
most reasonable prices 

Stones Garden Centre Halfway Road, Sheerness, 

Kent ME12 3AA 

01795 580411 • info@stonesgardencentre.co.uk 
www.stonesgardencentre.co.uk 

Open 8am - 5:30pm 7 days a week 
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